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Can a small nation stand alone in 
the atomic age? 


NEUTRALITY 


From Hubert Butler 


THE old South Leinster town of Kilkenny is establishing 
the custom of an annual debate or symposium during 

the Tostal Festival, at which matters of moment to Ireland 

are discussed with much greater freedom and candour than 

'S-usual in Irish politics. 

, Last year, as reported in the Manchester Guardian, two Orange 


Waders, Colonel Topping, the Stormont Chief Whip and Mr.! 


IRELAND AND 


Unations 


ATOMS FOR PEACE... 


They come from four different countries but they speak one 
common language—that of science. These four physicists are part of 
a team of 17 scientists who have joined the Uniied Nations staff to lay 
the groundwork for the International Conference on the Peaceful Uses 
of Atomic Energy which will take place in August in Geneva under 
UN auspices. They are (I. to r.) : Conference Secretary-General Prof. 
Walter G. Whitman (US); his deputy, Dr. Viktor Vaviloy (USSR) ; 
Derrik J. Littler (UK) and Michael Trocheris (France). 


- » - AND FOR WAR 


It was announced this week by the Minister of Fuel and Power, 
Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, that Britain is to have six more atomic reactors 
designed to produce fissile material for both civil and military purposes. 
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Ts Douglas, the Secretary of the Unionist Party, 
favelled to Kilkenny and presented the Ulster 

€ in uncompromising terms to an audience, 
Which was Nationalist, Roman Catholic and 
Nti-Partionist almost to a man. The citizens 
Of Kilkenny listened to a great many home- 
tuths from the Ulstermen with the same polite 
attention which they gave to their own 
Speakers, Mr. MacBride, a former Minister 
of External Affairs and Mr. Eoin O’Mahony. 


, This year the subject of the symposium was 

an a small nation stand alone in the 
atomic age?” and Ireland's relationship to 
NATO and the western bloc was debated with 
Unusual force and frankness. Captain Liddell 

Tt, the well-known expert on military 
Strategy, was the most eminent and authori- 
lative of the speakers, but they were all of 
them well-known personalities ‘and therefore 
the views they expressed have had wide pub- 
~ in the Irish press and are being broad- 
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Cast on Radio Eireann. 

They seemed to show that despite the strong 
anti-Communist feelings of the majority, 
there is an undeniable trend towards neutrality 
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Manchester Guardian reports: 

Mr. A. Witts, of the Midland Co- 
Operative Laundries Association said he 
had a son serving two years National 
Service who was on draft for Malaya. 
While at Normanton Barracks, Derby, 
Men serving two years were told’ by 
Officers that if they would sign on for 
Seven years they would not go to 
Malaya, but would be sent to Germany. 

Derby Evening Telegraph reports: 

The allegation . . . was described by 
Major H. T. Astell, Officer Commanding 
the Training Depot at the barracks, as 
“utter nonsense.” 
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JUNE 4 
gace = Exhibitiot Passing out parade at Normanton 
d. arracks, Derby. 
oresters’ Hall. JUNE 6 


Report from Derby Evening Telegraph: 

Brigadier J. F. Snow addressed more 
than 80 Sherwood Foresters recruits at 
a passing out parade at Normanton 
Barracks, Derby, on Saturday. 

Those recruits who had signed on as 
regulars would be joining their county 
fegiment's Ist battalion in Germany, 
while those who remained National 
Servicemen would be transferred to the 
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment’s Ist 
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complete Battalion, which was to go to Malaya, 
: he said. 
JUNE 10 
. Daily Express reports: 
| Young National Servicemen faced 


with being sent to Malaya were offered 
Postings to Germany instead—if they 
Signed on as Regulars for seven years. 
, But yesterday the War Office said: 
“Sorry, that should not have happened.” 
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: or caPtain Liddell! Hart dealt in an admirably 
- festive way with the realities of atomic war- 
defe and the new concepts of attack and 
IONS LTD. nce which it had introduced. Despite the 
| ne ‘Ure of many small nations to preserve their 
n W CP fi Tre} lity during the last war, others, like 
: ) Wucit"d, Switzerland and Sweden, had, through 
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FREEDOM 


UGANDA: WE WANT 


BY 1960 


Congress leaders in London with 
demand for independence 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


[NDEPENDENCE for Uganda by 1960. 


This is the demand which a delegation 


from the Uganda National Congress presented to the Colonial Secretary, the 
Rt. Hon. Alan Lennox-Boyd, in London last week. 


Introducing the eight members of the 
delegation to a mecting in a House of 
Commons Committee Room last week, 
Fenner Brockway MP _ recalled that 
Britain is historically pledged to making 
Uganda an African state. 


Today, however, there was reason to believe 
that the Government was going back on this 
pledge. At the end of last year, said Fenner 
Brockway, the Colonial Secretary had qualified 
this pledge by referring to Uganda as “ pri- 
marily” an African state. 

Introducing the delegation, Mr. A. K. 
Mayanja, Acting Secretary to the Congress, 


“An argument 
from Hell” 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


TPXHE Church of Scotland’s policy of main- 
taining peace by preparing for war, was 
described as “an argument from Hell,” dur- 
ing the debate at the General Assembly on 
the Report of the Church and Nation Com- 
mittee, reports the British Weekly. 


Among those who sought to amend the 
Report, the Rev. G. Lindsay Hunter, of The 
Schaw Kirk, Ayrshire, declared, “There is 
sheer schizophrenia at the heart of such a 
position; in the name of logic and Christian 
ethics, it cannot be allowed to stand as it is. 
History points to the madness of seeking peace 
by engaging in an arms race.” 

The two classes of people most dis- 
approved by the Church were those who 
denied her teachings and those who carried 
them out. 

“War and war-preparations give rise to 
two kinds of COs,” he said. ‘“ Commanding 
officers and conscientious objectors, Why 
should it be taken for granted that the Church 
has such a partiality for the former?” 

“The Church's failure to give a lead on 
the question of war is a stumbling block to 
many outside it,” Mr. Hunter declared. 

He urged the Assembly to put aside “ these 
Satanic tools” and to stand reliant on “the 
power greater than the power of the atom— 
the power of the love of God. 

“Then,” he concluded, “we could really 
sing, as a Church, without hypocrisy, ‘ Suffi- 
cient is Thine arm alone, and our defence is 


.39 


sure’, 
(US Methodists and War—A. J. Muste, p. 2.) 


NEW PEACE POSTER 


iends Peace Board have issued a 

head EERE 2 poster. Obtainable from 
Friends’ Meeting House, Clifford Street, 
York, it reads, “ The H-Bomb, What is 
morally wrong cannot be politically right. 


And doesn’t this apply to all armaments ? ” 


4 


said that it was very difficult to present a 
demand to one’s friends such as were gathered 
in that room, 

“ Nevertheless, the demand is insistent,” 
he declared. “It would be a betrayal if one 
were to mince words about it.” 

Several members of the delegation pointed 
out that Uganda is the most advanced African 
state. Self-government had been granted on 
the West Coast of Africa. 

Questioned as to why British policy in 
Uganda differs from that on the West Coast, 
Fenner Brockway pointed out that Uganda 
was near to Kenya and Central Africa, states 
which “did not want a Gold Coast in their 
midst.” 

To support the delegation, the Movement for 
Colonia] Freedom arranged the following pro- 
gramme for this week : 

On Tuesday: MPs associated with the Move- 
ment for Colonial Freedom to attempt to 
raise the question of Uganda in the Debate 
on the Address ; 

On Wednesday : A Press Conference ; 

On Thursday : A day of lobbying at the House 
of Commons. 

In addition a deputation were to attempt to 
sec the Colonial Secretary. 


=~. = 


The destructive 
power of 


the U-bomb 


PRESS TAKES NOTE OF 
DR. LIBBY’S WARNING 


From a Correspondent 

THE speech made recently by Dr. 

Willard Libby, of the US Atomic 
Energy Commission, on the effects of the 
latest type of nuclear weapon is of great 
importance, not because of any new in- 
formation it contains, but because it is 
directing wide attention to the serious 
character of the facts already known. 


More than a year ago Peace News pointed 
out that disclosures made by Mr. Val 
Petersen, the US Civil Defence Administrator, 
were really an admission that in the face of 
the new type of bomb any genuine form of 
civil defence is completely impracticable. 
What Dr, Willard Libby has to say completely 
confirms this. 


Then in the April 29, 1955, issue of Peace 
News there were published the conclusions 
reached by Professor Rotblat in the Atomic 
Scientists Journal as to the character of the 
bomb that was tested in the Pacific on 
March {, 1954, What Dr. Willard Libby has 
to say confirms the conclusions that Professor 
Rotblat had reached. 


IN SHELTERS FOR MONTHS 


_ Dr. Libby’s specch was at first generally 
ignored by the American Press and very little 
attention was given to it by the British Press. 
The gravity of the statements he‘ was making 
is now becoming better appreciated, and there 
is a much greater disposition to pay attention 
to them. 


The March 1, 1954, bomb, which brought 
disaster to a Japanese fishing vessel, was a 
contrivance whereby an atomic (fission) bomb 
set off a hydrogen (fusion) bomb which in 
turn exploded a uranium (fission) casing. 
Peace News designated this the U-bomb. 


The earlier hydrogen bombs did not add 
greatly to the radio-activity that now resulted 
from the atomic bomb fission explosion. The 
U-bomb, Dr. Libby now warns, multiplies 
radiation effects enormously. Radiation 
effects may last for several months after an 
explosion, and those who have been able to 
take refuge in shelters and emerge after two 
days will be exposed to a “maximum of 
almost three lethal doses of radiation in the 
first three months.” 


Civil defence must be concerned with 
effective sheltering for a period, not of a 
few days, but of months, and the economic 
and industrial life of a country becomes im- 
possible. 

Dr. Libby also remarked that Strontium 90, 
a chemical whiah produces bone cancer, is 
produced in relatively large quantities by 
the uranium bomb. Strontium 90 remains 
dangerously active for nearly 30 years, and 
it is believed that it. can be transmitted to 
herbivorous animals through absorption in 
plants. 


DUST OVER 100,000 SQUARE MILES 


Pr. Libby said that a bomb of a destructive 
capacity of 10 million tons of TNT, which 
would be only a little larger than the Bikini 
bomb (the Hiroshima bomb had a capacity 
of 20,000 tons of TNT) could spread radio- 
active dust over an area of 100,000 square 
miles. 

Dr. Lapp, who was formerly one of the 
Chief Physicists of the US Atomic Energy 
Commission says that bombs of a much higher 
capacity than that described can be made, 
while Mr. Val Petersen, the US Civil Defence 
Administrator has spoken of bombs up to a 
capacity of 60 million tons of TNT. 

On Dr. Libby’s description of the 
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PACIFIST GROUP PREPARES 
TO CONTEST BY-ELECTIONS 


Peace News correspondent 


NEW Movement was formed to carry 

the cause of pacifism into politics on 
Saturday, when supporters of John 
Loverseed and Eric Fenner, the two 
Independent Pacifist Candidates at the 
recent General Election, held a meeting 
at the Kingsway Hall, London. 

The movement, which will be named later, 
will include in its Election Policy: 

(1) Renunciation of war as an instrument of 
national policy; 

(2) Denial of British bases to foreign powers; 

(3) The ending of conscription; 

(4) Refusal to manufacture nuclear and all 
other weapons. 

Membership will be open to all who placa 
loyalty to social justice, truth and Christian 
or moral principles above sectional and per- 
sonal interests. 

Welcoming the movement, Mr. Charles 
Haworth of Eastbourne said that such a meet- 
ing was exactly 20 years overdue, for it was 
just that long ago that the last hope for a 
pacifist policy in the Labour Party finally 
disappeared ‘with the eclipse of George 
Lansbury as leader. John Loverseed endorsed 
this view that pacifism would never be the 
policy of the Labour Party and that sincere 
pacifists should join this new movement. 

First Chairman of the movement is John 


Loverseed, A.F.C., ex-Battle of Britain pilot 
and ex-MP for Eddisbury. General Secretary 
is Eric Fenner, former NALGO Public Rela- 
tions Officer and founder of a Community 
Association on a new housing estate. Mr. 
Leonard F. Kilbey, Secretary, Palmers Green 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, is Hon. 
Treasurer. 

First members of the Executive Committee 
also elected at the meeting are: Ronald S. 
Mallone, BA (Blackheath), Mary McKenzie 
(South Norwood), Charles Haworth (East- 
bourne), Jack Roper (Westminster), Brooke 
Marvin (North Battersea), George Onion 
(Fulham), Tony Wilcock (Lewisham), Eric 
Wright (Bromley), Edith Adlam (Muswell 
Hill), Bill Crofts (Hackney), Rex Phillips 
(New Eltham) and Bob Burrell (Southfields 
and Lowestoft). Others will be co-opted from 
time to time, 

Plans are being drawn up to ensure that 
every By-Election can be contested and to set 
up branches in every constituency in Britain, 
as well as overseas. 

Eric Fenner, the General Secretary, asks 
everyone who is interested in the movement 
to write to 14 Parkgate Road, London, S.W.11. 
All letters will be welcomed and all suggestions 
will be considered, Particularly needed are 
ideas, criticisms, suggestions, offers of help in 
forming groups or branches, and promises of 
support. A stamped addressed envelope will 
save expense on the very meagre funds at 
present available, 
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Z 
Let us be chary of words. People die of them. 
-—-ANATOLE FRANCE 


The ultimate barbarism 


P to the turn of the present century there was a sense 
in which war had become less barbarous than the 
wars of old. 


It was no longer part of the method of war to destroy the 
non-combatant, It had ceased to be a deliberate policy to turn 
armies loose for the sacking of towns and the indiscriminate 
destruction of their populations as had been done in the past. It 
was the purpose of armies to fight, and if possible destroy, armies; 
to kill women and children had ceased to be part of the means 
of waging war. 


The Crimean war produced some terrible suffering. The 
revelations that set Florence Nightingale ut work were evidence 
of that. It was suffering, however, that was undergone by armed 
men, not suffering inflicted upon women and children. 

Similarly with the South African war at the turn of the 
century. Boer families were coralled into concentration camps, 
and doubtless there were deaths (hat would not have occurred 
had they been left to lead their normal lives. It may be doubted, 
however, whether there was a single child or woman who was 
deliberately slaughtered as part of the activity of war; if this 
did happen at all i¢ was a result of some failure in military 
discipline and not as a result of deliberate military policy. 

All this is changed today, and the tremendous extent of the 
change is the measure of mankind’s descent info a new and 
terrible barbarism more monstrous and inhuman than the old. 

The opening of World War I was, as to objects of attack, 
essentially on the same basis as the Crimean war. Weapons of 
destruction had become more deadly and more wholesale, but 
the dominant character of warfare was the same: armed men 
were sent to fight with armed men, ‘Towards the end of that 
war, through the development of air power, the character of 
warfare was beginning to change, ‘The idea was current that 
the bombing plane was for use against military objectives, but 
there was a very easy acceptance that the slaughter of civilians 
incidental to this aim was inevitable. 

In World War II the whole situation was transformed. Right 
from the beginning there was only a very perfunctory pretence 
on both sides that bombing from the air was in any serious 
sense specifically reluted to military objectives, and the destruc- 
tion of civilian lives and property was far greater than the 
destruction of the material of war. 

War was becoming an activity in which those directing it 
had not only ceased to discriminate between the armed and the 
helpless, but were also beginning to abandon discrimination be- 
tween the armed and the helpless, but were beginning (o abandon 
discrimination between the helpless among the enemy peoples 
and those who were not enemies. General Omar Bradley has 
given instances where, quite: deliberately, people of an allied 
nation were destroyed, because to do so offered a military ad- 
vantage ; and the circumstances that have been described by 
William) Douglas Home in which 12,000 civilians in Le Havre 
were killed by British bombing, show that when this took place 
there, was not found necessary any over-nice balancing of mili- 
tury advantage against the slaughter, 

By the end of the war all pretence that bombing had a 
articular reference to war production was abandoned, and, 
mproving upon what the Germans had done to our great centres 
of population, Britain went over to saturation bombing, “ satura- 
tion” being the military attempt at a decent verbal cover for 
the moral obscenity of a plan cqually directed to tho destruction 
of children as to men and women. 

The 300,000 men, women and children destroyed at Dresden 
helped to provide the psychological conditions that made pos- 
sible what was done at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

The British people have a tendency to think that the guilt that 
attaches ta these massacres belongs in a special sense to America. 
I¢ is doubtful whether this is even formally so. We_ believe 
that, not only was the British Government consulted, but that 
both the Conservative und Labour Ministers in the British war 
eabinet share responsibility for this decision. Apart from this 
it is clear that what was done at Dresden manifested the same 
abandonment of any standards of humane compassion and pre- 
pared the way for what was to be done to the two Japanese 
cities. 

Only ten years have passed, and these horrors that agitated 
the moral conscience of the world when they occurred have now 
come to be regarded as rather trivial happenings. The human 
mind has an opiate capacity for taming horror, and the terrible 
character of the things man has done is dwarfed by the greater 
horrors of which he has now become capable, We have replaced 
the puny destructive power displayed at Dresden, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki with the ability to destroy a five-million population 
at a stroke, 

We now move to the ultimate phase of military barbarism. 
We have already passed from the destruction of armed men 
to the destruction of children: children in homes, children in 
schools, children in the womb. We are now prepared for the 
final stage, the spoiling through malformation and mental de- 
ficiency of children before conception. 

Dr. Willard Libby, of the US Atomic Energy Commission, 
has recently made before the University of Chicago 2 careful 
survey of the genetic dangers atuching to H-bombs. His con- 
clusions, as to be expected, ure relatively reassuring ; they apply, 
however, only to the, increase of radio-activity Induced by 
weapons (ests at the present rate of frequency and the forescenbic 
pence-time uses of atomic cnergy. Of a war he says that the 
genetic effects “ would be one of many catastrophic consequences 
of such a disaster.” 

To extend the atrocities of war from the children of today 
to those of the future is about as far in barbarism as men can go. 


Summit” Talks 


TPAHE Foreign Ministers of the US, 
France and Britain have been meet- 
ing this week to setthke among them- 
selves, and in consultation with Dr. 
Adenauer, the policy their chicfs wilt 
advocate at the forthcoming Four- 
Power Conference which is likely to 
open on Monday, July 18. 


Despite the new and more hopeful 
atmosphere in world affairs, agreement 
will not be easy, for in its achievement 
many political and military con- 
structions that are regarded as accom- 
plished facts will have to be demolished, 
and in the process very formidable 
vested interests will have to be attacked. 

To take only one of the main issues 
that will be discussed—the possible 
neutralisation of Germany—it is clear 
in the first place that any kind of 
neutralisation can take place only on 
the basis of unification. (We say this 
without prejudice to the view that there 
could well be a high degree of decen- 
tralisalion of power in a_ unified 
Germany, a development we hold to 
be desirable.) 

To attempt to build conditions of 
peace on a divided Germany would be 
to leave a festering sore in the middle 
of Europe that would inevitably result 
in the future in a war that might bring 
world war. 

If unity is to be achieved it is evident 
that Herr Grotewohl and those asso- 
ciated with him in the government of 
East Germany will have to be sacrificed 
while on the other hand the enormous 
military structure built up by the 
Western powers in their zone will have 
to go. Thus enormous pressures have 
to be overcome. 


Disarmament 


@\N the twin issues of disarmament 

and German unification we hold 
that the Eastern bloc is more readily 
facing realitics on the former and the 
Western bloc on the latter. 

Onc of the gaps to be bridged between 
the two sides on disarmament is the 
tendency of the Russians to give more 
importance to fixed periods to govern 
the progressive stages of disarmament, 
while the West are standing rather 
tigidly on having a fully effective plan 
for an international inspectorate ready 
for application before disarmament 
begins. 

The Russians put more emphasis on 
the need for a degree of trust. 

We not only believe that they are 
tight, but we hold that an attempt to 
evolve a cast-iron scheme for an in- 
spectorate will require such an intoler- 
able expenditure that to insist upon it 
must destroy all possibility of agree- 
ment, 

It is yet to be established whether it 
is possible to apply the controls 
required for the limitation of German 
armaments as required under the 
Brussels Treaty Organisation. 

In this ficld we have to trust, or 
failure and ultimate disaster will be 


inevitable. 
Elections 


MPHE proposals of the West for a re- 

united Germany set out essential 
requirements that have hitherto been 
rejected by the Eastern bloc. 

As minimum essentials for democratic 
freedom there must be the right of free 
organisation of partics, freedom of 
movement and political expression, the 
free production and circulation of news- 
papers and periodicals, and so on. 

The view that there can be genuine 
democracy on the basis of a single per- 
mitted party and a single voting list is 
completely unacceptable. 

This does not mean that the electoral 
conditions that obtain in West Germany 
can be regarded as_ satisfactory—far 
from it; but the main principles to 
operate must be in the Western (includ- 
ing the German) tradition. 


Changes in Russia 


qt is becoming very evident that 
something of vital importance is 
happening in Russia. The account given 
in the Observer on Sunday by two young 
Americans, George Sherman and Peter 
Juviler, of a long conversation that took 
place with a big and changing group of 
Russians in a Moscow street, discloses 
a pom pletely different state of affairs 
from the conditions that obtained only 
a few years ago. Repeated reports then 
made it evident that any too close con- 
tact with foreigners that was not under 
arial official tutelage was regarded with 
ear. 
These two Joune Americans, who 
were permitte 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


escorted, now give an account of a com- 
pletely different attitude on the part of 
the average Russian: an eagerness for 
contact and for knowledge of conditions 
outside Russia that can only be ex- 
plained by a sense of a new frecdom 
and a lifting of fear. 

The detail given in this article is par- 
ticularly moving, and these two young 
men are to be greatly congratulated on 
what they have done and the way they 
have done it. 


Similar evidence also comes however 
from Mr. John Lawrence in the Daily 
Telegraph. Mr. Lawrence was formerly 
Press attache in Moscow and Editor of 
British Ally, published in Russian by 
the British Embassy from 1942 to 1945. 
After nearly ten years absence from 
Russia he has recently visited Russia 
as a member of a religious delegation. 


False pictures 


Referring to the many conversations 
he and other members of the delegation 
had with different groups of Russians, 
he makes the comment that “when we 
put our vicws I had the fecling that 
what we said would be very carefully 
thought over.” Clifford Macquire, 
General Secretary of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, wrote to us last year on 
this subject: 

“[ had a particularly interesting 
experience when I was in Moscow of 
the closed mind which 36 years of 
thought control has bred in Soviet 
citizens. I was asked whether the 
picture which Charles Dickens por- 
trays of life in Britain is a contem- 
porary one. I was able to explain, 
of course, that it is not, and to 
illustrate my point from the many 
changes since the middle of the nine- 
teenth century. Later, however, I 
found. that my questioners were put- 
ting the same question to others, and 
what is more, upon my return I dis- 
covered that they had asked the 
Quaker mission to Moscow ithe same 
questions a year. earlier, and had 
received the same answers. 

They had either been unwilling or 
unable to accept the validity of in- 
formation -which was _ inconsistent 
with the propaganda by which their 
minds had been fed. 

My personal judgment is that 
they. were unable rather ‘than 
unwilling to accept the facts that were 
put before them, and this is by far 
the most serious indictment of a 
successful Communist _ revolution. 
Until it succeeds men’s minds are frée 
from  propaganda-created grooves—- 
afterwards they cease to be free 
because they have been conditioned 
to being told what to think, not how 
to think.” 

Mr. Lawrence now remarks that in 
the conversations they had with 
Russians there were “unaccountable 
silences about certain periods in the 
past and about certain things in the 
present, and there were abrupt changes 
of subject when certain matters were 
touched upon;” and _ perhaps these 
things are not so naecountl bla when 
one thinks of the terrible significance 
of the Beria execution, the faked trial 
of the doctors before Stalin’s death, 
and the holocaust of murders for 
doctrinal and possibly less avowable 
reasons in the nineteen-thirties. 

Nevertheless in general Mr. Lawrence 
finds that “there was disagreement, but 
none of the old acrimony and no sign 
of that determination not to understand 
which used sometimes to bring one near 
to despair,” 

It is a very good augury for the 
future, 


State Department 
offical tortured 


YINHERE must be scores of employces 
in subordinate positions to the US 
State Department who are themselves 
victims of the cold war, 
_In regard to passports in their Embas- 
sies abroad and in regard to exit visas 
in the appropriate departments at home 
these men are often under obligation 
to act in a churlish and evasive fashion 


that most of them cannot a 
haps it is the officials who have to met} 
the Press on behalf of the State Deva | 
ment, however, who call most ‘appl 
ingly for our ‘sympathy. 

J. F. Stone in his weekly letter 
recently given examples of the cot 
tortions to which these poor Stale 
Department spokemen are reduced 9 
that they shall not “ Iet themselves 9 
at Press conferences. He remarks tpi 
the area in which the State Departmeal 
is located was formerly known local 
as “ Foggy Bottom;” a prophetic ante 
pation, he points out. ) ' 

We quote one of the extracts [bt 
provides: ; 

JOURNALIST: Are we happy that the 
[the Russians] have accepted this thing 
[the Western invitation to a 4-powél 
talk] even under the terms with whi@ 
they did accept it? - i 

STATE Dept. REPRESENTATIVE: Well 
Mr. Gonzales [United Press] said at s# 
beginning that he wished to deal in suv 
stantive matters, I do not think [ sho 
get into subjective states of mind. 

JOURNALIST: You mean you refuse 
say whether we are glad that thd 
acceptcd-it? 

State Dept. REPRESENTATIVE: | Hatt 
I stopped beating my wife! 

: ere Are we unhappy aboll 
it 

AnoTiter JourNALIst: And does Mf 
Gonzales set the rules of the conferen® 

Mr. GONZALES : If he does, I declatt 
happiness is a substantive matter. © 

JouRNALIST: Thank you, sir. 

STATE DEPT, REPRESENTATIVE: I wl! 
have to leave that to the President ® 
the State Department Corresponde™ 
Association. Some days— a 

JouRrNaLisT: I really think that it! 
a legitimate question of whether or 
we are glad they accepted it. 


State DEPT. REPRESENTATIVE!" * 
cannot make. any comment on ' 
question of that sort. ; 

* . .- , 


JOURNALIST: Won't: you go as fat # 
Mr. Molotov did and) say that you take 
a positive attitude “foward el 
aceptance? =. 

StaTE Dept. REPRESENTATIVE: WE 
take a positive attitude toward the! 
acceptance, 


Ho Chi-minh and. rt 
the Elections ©: 


MINHE US State Department hope tht! 
4+ the Ho Chi-minh Governmteé 
would help them to avert elections * 
July next year on the basis of a unl 
Vietnam would seem to be destroyed by 
the interview given by Ho Chi-minh 
Mr. William Stevenson, the represent 
tive of the Sunday Times at Hanoh, 

“ Vietnam is” a ‘single county, |" 
nothing. can prevent the firm will nd 
its people from ‘achieving unity, mn 
President of the North Victnam Govel™ 
ment said. : xi 

He refused to agree that.there cov 
be any comparison between the posit 
of Korea and the future of Victna 
“Geneva made it clear that the-divisl 
of Vietnam was -a: military demarcati™® 
and provisional.” 

He claimed that his Government sa 
prepared to make ‘substantial con ‘| 
sions to bring about the elections 1 
had been agreed-upon. 4! 

He made one comment that should) 
particularly noted by Western sta f 
men, for it represents one of the & 
standing considerations concerning 9 

1a 


peoples who are secking independé 
from foreign domination (as, for 
stance, British Guiana and Cyprus). 
Replying to a comment that the we 
felt that North Vietnam was merely pot 
of Communist expansion, Ho Chi-m f 
said that his people had taken *hé} 
where it was available. They 
struggled against French imperialism 
whatever weapons, were handy. ' 
A remark of Mr, Stevenson in oe 
cluding his article is relevant here. *;, 
says that around Ho Chi-minh’s re 
dence are clustered the embassies ‘if 
eight ‘democratic republics”. Britny 
and the other Western nations do 7 
recognise the North Vietnam Govelis 
ment ‘and are not  diplomati@ 
represented. id 
~ There would seem to be no vale 
reason why this should be so. of 
North Vietnam Government was ToC 
nised in the Geneya proccedings. oft 
then, of course, the US Govern 
would not approve of diplomatic reo 
nition; and all the rest of the West P° 4 
to be involved in the fantastic 1 
catastrophic policy they continue 


to move about un- to those applying for these documents, follow in Indo-China. - 
Methodists vote against A-weapons 


ON June 3 I spent an afternoon at the cated admission of Communist China to the 


Genesce Conference of the Methodist UN. 
Church in western New York. The discussion 
so aptly illustrated the way in which the minds Methodist Church 
of churchmen, as well as other people, work, 
and the dilemmas in which the church finds it- cil of Churches 


self these days, and I feel it worth while to Genesee Conference that evening. 


devote this letter to that occasion, 

The subject before the house was the report 
of the Committce on World Peace of which 
a Fellowship of Reconciliation member, 
Robert Horton, is the executive secretary. A 


debate. 


am sure, not lost 


ing in the moming and on previous days, and 
in most instances the committee’ chairman 


moved that the report, as printed, in the hands He went on to 


of the delegates be adopted, and with little trouble preaching a temperance sermon to his 


or no debate this was done. The subjects of 
these reports were “‘non-controversial.” This 
was not true of the report of the World Peace 
committee which, among other things, advo- 


congregation in 


there were other 


was host to the Assembly of the World Coun- 


know, he had no knowledge of the afternoon’s 
He made some observations which 
had a bearing on it, however, which were, I 


C He observed that one of the marks of a 
number of other committees had been report- “ great church” was that it was the conscience 
of the community, “if there is an issue, it 
concerns the church.” 


brewers or distillers among the members, ‘no 
saloon-keepers and very few drunks.” But 


action, 


of Evanston, Illinois, which 


last sumer, addressed the 
For all I 


on the congregation. 


out war ; 


say that he never had any 


Evanston, which had no 
biological 


subjects that got more re- _ atheists. 


ye) ’ To go back to the World Peace committee 
Harold Bosley, the brilliant minister of First report, the 


that, whatever the political situation might 
be, “ Christian” America could 
before the Jesus of the Temptation and'Geth- ment. 
semane, about whom they had been talking, 
and say to him: “ You know, Lord, that 
we have to have these atomic bombs and 


Letter from U.S.A. by A. J. Mus 


og the 
We are perfectly ready to call it off if on 


committee decided to reverse the 


not stand 


weapons to deter the Communist 
We may even have to use them. 


Russians are, but -if they are not, we 
you will realise we have to use them 
usual order and have me speak first, lest there the 
be no time after the report had been discussed. on, 
I tried to make two points : 
that both the uncommitted nations and the 
allies and satellites respectively of Russia jn 
and the US were making it clear that they. 
meant to keep out of the atomic power 
struggle and that the US would come a 
cropper if it counted on support in an all- 


The -first amendment «to ‘the -World **: 
report, which the Conference insisted 01° 
read, was to cut out the proposal to.4©. 
China to the UN. Someone’ told about fot 
labour camps and the- terror, and .“ did ot 
want to vote to approve such, things.” _ 3 
one spoke of how fine a Methodist M4 Re 
Chiang ao ee was, 

ina was deleted by a big margin. | P 

The committee report advocated ise 


and carried by a large vote, the effect of. we 
was ‘that the US. would disarm if and jo" 
all other nations were prepared to do $0 + ¢f" 
taneously and with fool-proof means ° 


church and Christian civilisation 4 
There will be no other power to 0 
5 ’ 


Admission © 

ont 
so gd? 
Just that. An amendment was [hich 
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ission OF . i 


SUGGEST WITHDRAWAL OF 
SOVIET AND U.S. TROOPS 


—U.S. Ex-Commissioner 


Dr, George N. Shuster, now President 
of Hunter College, New York, the 
world's largest public college for women, 
was for ten years United States State 
Commissioner for Bavaria. In an article 
Specially written for the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch on “The Struggle for Peace”, 
he writes:— 


“Desirable though it undoubtedly would 
e from every humane point of view, a 
Proposal to withdraw all American troops 
and installations from the Continent in 
exchange for a Russian agreement to re- 
establish the pre-war boundaries, thus 
liberating the Baltic States and Eastern 
Poland, would undoubtedly remain on 


Paper, One is inclined to believe, however, 


that some such bold suggestion might well 
be advanced by the United States, on the 
asis of ireatics entered into and since 
violated, for the sake of the moral and in 
Part possibly practical effect it might have. 
in this manner the liberation of Czech- 
Slovakia, Hungary and Poland could at 
least be placed on the agenda of inter- 
National discussion, a new and momentous 
Political objective would be indicated. 


“To be sure, an over-all European settle- 
Ment would require not merely the with- 
drawal of American and Russian troops, 
ut also an armament convention that 
would preclude the possibility of aggression 
from within western Europe. 


“|. Perhaps the time has come to steal 
4 little of the Communists’ thunder and 
offer a blueprint for the next decades of 
uman history that would be so_ simple, 
Sensible and enticing that nothing the 
temlin could devise would seem at all 
Comparable in value and in promise.” 


Best-ever programme 
for U.S. Summer schools 


TNHE American Friends Service Committee 
™ has announced a programme of 22 world 
affairs institutes in 12 American states-—and a 
list of 50 speakers that include the son of a 

ganda tribal chieftain, a department store 
€xpert in Oriental art and an unsuccessful can- 
didate for the US Presidency. ; 

The list of speakers, said James Bristol of 
the Quaker organisation, represents one of 
the most varied in the 28-year history of the 
institute programme. At least six foreign 
countries are represented, he said. 

Included among the foreign-born are Hallam 
ennyson, great-grandson of the English poet, 
the daughter of a Korean congressman, an 

rican sociologist, a Japanese pacifist, a Ger- 
Man-born economist and a French-born author 
of children’s books. 

ethaps the most noted of the AFSC 
Speakers Bristol said, are Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Widow of the late president, who will speak 
at an AFSC institute in Guildford, North 
Carolina, June 9 to 12, and the six-times- 
defeated candidate for President, Socialist Nor- 
™Man Thomas, who will speak at Dallas, Texas, 

Une 13—16, 

Several of the American-bom speakers have 
Tecently returned from tension areas overseas, 
Bristol said, Among them is George Houser, 
4 Methodist minister who returned last autumn 
Tom six months in Africa. Houser is best 

own for organizing an inter-racial party 
Which in 1947 travelled throughout the South 
© see whether a Supreme Court ban on Jim 
Crow railroad cars and buses was being ob- 
Served. He also organised the Congress for 

acial Equality, a group which used the “ sit- 
“own” technique to fight discrimination in 
Tstaurants, and the American Committee on 


Tica, a group. interested in fighting 
“olonialism. 

lie 

 rererr rere etrrn nm wrt Tj 
AFsc SUMMER INSTITUTES 


(Names in parentheses below indicate which of 
the AFSC’s 13 regional offices is handling arrange- 
du ments for each institute.) 
Ne 9-18 College institute (Philadelphia), Ithaca Col- 
agitate camp, Spencer, N.Y. 
Me 12-191 Adult institute (Cambridge), Avon Old Farms, 
Avon, Conn. ‘ 
“ne 18-25: High school institute (San Francisco), Sky- 
ryl2ndia, Lake Tahoe, Calif. 
Ne 18-25 High school institute (Des Moines), YWCA 
h ~, Boone, Iowa. 
Ne 19-tuly 42 High school UN seminar and work 
TP (Pasadena), San Francisco and San Jose, 
til High school institute (Chicago), Lake Forest, 


June 28-July 2: High school institute (Philadelphia), Camp 
hn anby, Spencer, N.Y. fj ‘ , 

oe ay §: High school institute (Cambridge), Har- 

» Mass, 

Mune 28-July 4: Adult institute (Pasadena), Whittier Col- 
mies Whittier, Calif. 

hi 9-16: Family institute (Pasadena), Camp Maranatha, 
a, [dvilwild, Calif. 

“Y¥ 9-16: Adult institute (Philadelphia), Cornell Uni- 
AnSity, Ithaca, N.Y. , 

"@. 7-13: Family institute (San Francisco), Site to be 


Chosen, 
AWE, 13-20; Family institute (Philadelphia), Westtown 
Age fel, Westtown, Penna. 

x 14-20: Family institute (Des Moines), Danebod Folk 
An. 20°!, Tyler, Minn. 

ig. 39-26: High school institute (Cambridge), Harvard, 
Ag, 24-284 amily institute (Cambridge), Camp Mitena, 
OUR. 21-281 ‘High school institute (Philadelphia), Camp 
Ang aby. Spencer, N.Y. 

& 22-28 : Family institute (Des Moines),Danebod Folk 
The0l, Tyler, Minn. 

Cal Will also be a family institute sponsored by the 

lumbus office at a time and place to be chosen. 


“FSC, S. Twelfth St. Philadelphia 7 Pa. 
SOdOaSeTSETSRE TAS OSECORSSESESS URES EDOSSEESEERAD 
| RENOUNCE WAR AND 1 WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to 
Dick Sh 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
eppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C! 


EX-SOLDIER, NOW LEADER OF JAPANESE PACIFIST 
MOVEMENT, SAYS— 


Unarmed Japan would 
be safer 


MAN who comes from a family very 
close to the imperial household in 
Japan and who served for a time during 
World War II in the Japanese army, is 
now the secretary of the Japanese Fel- 
lowship of Reconciliation. 
He is Paul Sekiya of Tokyo, a Quaker, This 
summer he is touring the United States on be- 


half of the American’ Friends Service 
Committee. 


{NOT AFRAID OF CHINA 


During addresses to conferences of the 
American Fellowship of Reconciliation, Paul 
Sekiya said that the Japanese people were not 
afraid of China. They felt that China would 
not invade Japan unless she were provoked. 
Down through history, China had been in- 
vaded rather than an invader, She had ab- 
sorbed foreign influences and culture. 


Japanese militarists used to say that the only 
word the Chinese understood was a fist. Now 


Niemoller, Joliot-Curie, sign 
open letter to people of U.S. 


R. MARTIN NIEMOLLER, Prof. J. D. 

Bernal, M. Edward Herriot, Prof. Joliot- 
Curic and M. Pictro Nenni, are among the 
signatories to an open letter to citizens of 
the United States urging Americans to be 
present at the World Peace Council Conference 
at Helsinki on June 22-29, 

The full text of the letter is issued from 
the offices of the World Peace Council 
(Estate-Haus, Mollwaldplatz 5, Vienna), the 
organisation initiated by the Cominform. 

“Each and every one of us knows,” the 
letter reads, “ that war is no solution whatso- 
ever, and that a clash between the two main 
military blocs—considcring the monstrous 
means of mass destruction that science can 
provide—would lead to a disaster without 
solving any problems... . 


“We all know that Americans are devoted 
to peace. We know the importance of their 
contribution in the past; we believe it can be 
decisive in the days to come.” 

The other signatories are: Mrs. Rameshwari 
Nehru, Adviser to the Rehabilitation Ministry 
of the Indian Government; Mme. Soong 
Ching-ling (Sun Yat-sen); Mr. Georg Branting 
(Sweden), Senator, Social-Democratic Party 
of Sweden; Josue de Castro, MP (Brazil); 
M. Alexander Fadeev (USSR); Akira Kazami, 
MP (Japan); M. Oscar Lange (Poland). 


At the meeting of the General Synod of the 
Church of Ircland fast month a motion 
moved by Canon E. W. Greening and 
seconded by the Rev. H. Lamb proposing 
the appointment of a Commission by the 
House of Bishops to study afresh the mind 
of Christ in relation to war, was evaded by 
the device of the “ previous question.” 


Japan had learned that it was a mistake to 
despise China, to try to subjugate her. 
If war broke out over Formosa there was 

a danger that China and Russia would attack 

Japan because of US bases there. So there 

was a real question whether Japan would 

not be safer if she were unarmed and free 
of those bases. 

Japan was dependent on other countries for 
87 per cent of her industrial resources, added 
Mr. Sekiya. Imports from the US to Japan 
were three times as great as exports from 
Japan to the US. Japan, as well as the US 


had been responsible for Japanese rearmament. 
His country had been too much of a yes-man, 
but an anti-H-bomb petition there had drawn 
the signatures of more than 23 million persons 
auto a population of between 80 and 90 
million. 


FARMER WHO SOLD 
UP FOR PEACE 


Alec Lea has sold his Devonshire farm and 
is touring Britain with a Land Rover and 
caravan fitted with an amplifier and displaying 
Quaker peace posters. 

So far he has visited Halifax, Rochdale, 
Bury and Manchester. 

He is willing to speak in other areas. His 
address is c/o Devonshire Hall, Cumberland 
Road, Leeds, 6. 


June 17, 1955—PEACE NEWS—3 
ON TOP OF NEW YORK 


T_Ast month [| stood on the 

top of the Empire State 
Building in New York at some 
impossible height above the 
ground, and looked down. Bayard 
Rustin was with me. As we 
looked, a tiny black speck de- 
tached itself from one side of 
the road far below and moved 
to the other. “What is man @_ — 
that Thou art mindful of him?” sald Bayard. 
| felt that way too, 

Well, whatever man Is he’s certainly capable 
of more inspiring things than hatching cunning 
plots for wiping himself out. He can also do 
more exciting things than sit around worrying 
about when he’s going to do the wiping out. 

These days it’s beginning to look as though 
he might be given an even chance to pull him 
self out of the terrible mess he’s got into and 
create a world where he can do and think the 
inspiring and exciting things. 

But he'll need a lot of encouragement. He 
can get some of it from Peace News every 
week. The more Peace News, the more 
encouragement. But more Peace News means 
more money, 

How about encouraging us to encourage 


others? 
TOM WARDLE. 
Contributions since June: £17 178. Od. 
Total since Jan. 1, 1955: £945 1s. 4d. 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News Ltd., and address them to Lady Clare 


Annesley. Joint Treasurer, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, NA. 


Press letter is tribute 
to F. G. Blockley 


F, G. Blockley, of Leicester, who died 
last month at the age of 79, was a paci- 
fist before World War I and has been 
active in pacifist organisations ever since. 
For some years he has been treasurer for 
the North and East Midlands area of 
the PPU. 


The following letter from Miss Iris 
Martin, B.Sc., appeared in the Leicester 
Mercury recently. 


IR,—The late F. G. Blockley was an out- 
and-out Pacifist through two World Wars 
and never ceased to state courageously on 
every possible occasion his profound and un- 
shaken conviction that war would cease when 
men refused to fight. 

He believed that this process would start 
with individuals, however unpopular their 
stand might be, and that it was no use for 
such individuals to wait until everyone agreed 
with them, before making their witness. 

He himself was a positive and militant Paci- 
fist, and wrote many letters to the Leicester 
Mercury in the cause of peace. 

Only a few days before he died he wrote to 
Dr. Garbett expressing his disgust at the 
Church’s support of war in general and the 
hydrogen bomb in particular, 

The Peace Movement has lost one of its 
staunchest and oldest fighters. On whom shall 
his mantle fall? 


At the Baptist Peace Society’s Annual General 
Meeting, the Rev. J. H. Griffiths dealt with 
the basic unsoundness of “Negotiation from 
strength,” and put the case for non-violent 
resistance as the sane alternative. 


PEOPLE AND PLACES 


On the record 


MPHE recent UN conference on prejudice 

and discrimination was primarily intended 
for the discussion of discrimination arising 
out of “race, colour, creed or national 


Almost inevitably some of the delegations 
introduced other subjects, particularly the 
rights of women. 


Anthony Richmond, author of “ The Colour 
Problem,” recently published by Pelican 
Books and reviewed in Peace News on May 6 
by Leslie Hale, MP, was present at the con- 
ference as a Quaker representative. 

He tells me that the introduction of other 
subjects at the conference led him to remark 
that “no mention has been made of one 
particular example, namely prejudice and dis- 
crimination against those who conscientiously 
object to compulsory military service, whether 
in peace or during war, and who frequently 
serve lengthy terms of imprisonment and suffer 
other penalties for their sincerely held religious 
convictions.” 

Quite rightly, I think, he did not abuse the 
purpose of the conference by more than men- 
tioning the subject, but went on to deal with 
the questions of racial discrimination. 

I’m glad he raised the matter, however, 
and that it has gone into the official record 
of the conference. 


Via Fleet Street 


MWNHE four Bristol Pacifist bodies, 
4 Peace Pledge Union, Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, 


Quakers, and Anglican 


Pacifist Fellowship, who staged the procession 
of cars and a lorry through the city reported 
in Peace News last week, broke through the 
press barrier which usually surrounds pacifist 
activities. 

Both the Bristol Evening Post and the 
Evening World carried shor reporta on the 
main news pages of their late editions. 

London pacifists should follow Bristol’s 
example. The streets are not so congested on 
a Saturday, and the longer route made pos- 
sible by a mobile, as opposed to_a marching 
column, should certainly include Fleet Street! 


Big let down No. 1... 


RITING from St. Andrew's 

School, Singapore, to his 

fellow members in the Anglican Pacifist 

Fellowship, the Rev. C. J. Weston says that 

among the European Anglicans he has met, 

especially among the missionaries, “thero is 

the largest proportion of pacifists I have yet 
encountered in my own Church,” 

He continues: “ How delightful it would be 
if English prelates would not provide oppor- 
tunities for such headlines in our Press as 
“Church supports the H-bomb.” 


and No. 2 


MPHE pacifist members, elated at 
their Home Counties church 
receiving a legacy of several thousand pounds 
after an uphill struggle to raise funds for a 
church hall, had a nasty shock when the 
church officers decided to invest the sum in 
War (Defence) Bonds until building began 

The officers saw nothing incongruous in 
their action. They were compelled by law to 
invest the money in gilt-edged securities, and, 
anyway, “all the churches put their idle 
money into these bonds.” 

If they do, such a scandal should be 
exposed, 


Quite recent 


HE venerable members of the 

London Tribunal for Conscien- 

tious Objectors continue to saddle the teen- 
age war resisters with “what would you have 
done in 1939” questions. +> 
One CO held forth on his belief in 
negotiation. . re 
“But,” asked an elderly member o ° 
Tribunal, “if negotiation fails, what then? 


By Hugh Brook 


As it did before the last war. You remember?” 
CO: “I'm afraid I don’t remember.” 
“Oh! Come, come. You must remember, 

it’s quite recent, when Lansbury went to visit 

Hitler.” 

“T’m awfully sorry, Sir. 
one year old.” 


Now he is an MP 


FRANK ALLAUN, who sat in 

* the House of Commons for the 
first time last weck as MP for Salford Bast, 
successfully steered a resolution opposing 
racial discrimination through the Annual 
Meeting of the National Union of Journalists 
at Easter. 

The motion, carried amid applause, asked 
the Executive of the NUJ to put the follow- 
ing resolution forward at the next Trades 
Union Congress: 

“It is hereby declared to be against the 
spirit of the trade union movement of this 
country that any person should be denied 
work which he or she is qualified to do, 
by reason of race, sex, marital status, colour, 
religion or political belief.” 

Seconding a resolution on the H-bomb, 
Frank Allaun said the question was a moral 
one, Every man and woman in the hall had 
to ask whether they would bo prepared per- 
sonally to drop an atom or hydrogen bomb 
on a city of half-a-million people, and further, 
if they would do that when they knew that 
the immediate reprisal would be a bomb on 
their own wives and children. 

Allaun said he was not prepared to do it, 
and he thought the country had no right to 
ask a young airman to do it. 

His Conservative friends felt as strongly 
about it as he, a Labour man, did. 

As finally amended, the resolution ealled on 
members of the National Union of Journalists 
“to contribute conscientiously in their work 
towards the lessening of international tension 
and at all times to avoid adding to an 
atmosphere in which nuclear weapons might 


be used.” 
Fifty-fifty 


"VE enjoyed reading “ Pax,” tho 

journal of the Irish Anti-war 

Crusade, published from 20 Parkmore Drive, 

Terenure, Dublin. Here’s a quote: “This is 

the first generation that has spent half its time 

talking about social security and tho other 
half about the hydrogen bomb.” 


But I was only 
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The claims of 


conscience 
By Dr. E. L, ALLEN 


WHAT do we mean by conscience and 
what is its authority ? 


Of the original meaning of the word there 
can be little doubt and C. A. Pierce has 
brought this out well in his study CONSCIENCE 
IN THE New Testament (S. C. M. Press, 
8s. 6d). Primarily, conscience is that in us 
which is responsible for the sense of shame 
and self-condemnation we feel when we have 
done what we ought not to have done. 


And why ought we not to have done it? 
Because, being human, we are under a moral 
law we find and do not make, and we have 
no right to violate that law for any interest 
or advantage of our own. It is to be noted 
here that conscience 


(a) is retrospective, coming into action 
after something has been done; _ : 

(b) is negative, condemning an evil action 
rather than approving a right one. 


Thus, the inner voice of Socrates told him 
what not to do rather than what to do. 


All this is correct enough, but we today, 
as Mr. Pierce allows, use the word in a much 
wider sense. When, for example, we say that 
a person is conscientious we mean much 
more than that he fecls remorse when he has 
done wrong. We mean that he has high 
standards, that he considers in advance which 
course of action is right and which wrong, 
that he is scrupulous, and so on._ That is to 
say, we think of conscience as giving positive 
direction as to what ought to be done in the 
future. 

The transition from the original sense to the 
derived one is not difficult to explain. If I 
condemn myself for what I have done wrong, 
I shall naturally go on to consider in advance 
which of two possible courses of action I 
should afterwards look back upon with regret, 
and so avoid it. 

Conscience thus comes to be regarded as 
a moral sense by which we direct our steps and 
choose the right path. 


Mr. Pierce is sure that this extended sense 
of the term is mistaken in itself and disas- 
trous in its consequences. 

I do not think so. 

A language must be allowed to develop and 
enrich the meaning of terms: besides, as I 
have indicated above, the change is legitimate 
and natural. 2 . 

But his criticism has a very serious inten- 
tion. He thinks that following conscience has 
come to mean for most people today simply 
doing what you please. If that is so, they are, 
of course, quite mistaken. 

Conscience does not manufacture the moral 
law, it recognises and obeys it. 

The conscientious objector is not 2 person 
who happens to think that way, he is in- 
wardly constrained, he can do no_ other. 
If he cannot argue his case but only sees; 
quite clearly that this he MUST NOT do 
—well, that is precisely how conscience does 
its work, 

The mark of a genuine conscience is not 
that it is glib and persuasive, but that it is 
disconcerting and imperious. 


To one statement of the modern view that 
Mr. Pierce makes I would lodge strong objec- 
tion, The pacifist, at any rate, does not sup- 
pose that conscience “can be claimed as 
sufficient justification of a course of action 
adopted or contemplated, or opinion held, 
even although no facts are taken into account 
and all authority is defied.” 

He who makes the painful decision to refuse 
military service should do so with full ap- 
preciation of the fact that the majority of his 
fellows differ from him and that there are 
grim forces that menace the peace of the 
world. He should take all these considerations 
into account, give due weight to the body of 
opinion that is against him—and decide as 
conscience bids. 

The judgment of conscience is not a short 
cut, a trick by which we evade the careful 
consideration of our duty; it is the respon- 
sible decision we reach when we have taken 
the measure of all that is at stake. 

Mr. Pierce, of course, allows, as every Chris- 
tian theologian of standing has always done, 
that action undertaken in defiance of cons- 
cience is wrong. The standard text-book of 
Roman Catholic moral theology in English 
actually lays it down that “one may not obey 
a doubtful conscience, for to act in doubt is 
to risk offending God.” 

A searching judgment surely! 

How many national service men must be 
in the forces with a doubtful conscience! 
And what of the scientists engaged in the 
manufacture of nuclear weapons? Yes, and 
what of the statesmen themselves? 

Conscience may be no more than a stop 
in the mind, an obscure sense that war and all 
that has to do with it cannot be right, even 
though one does not sec how the arguments 
on the other side are to be answered. Yet 
as such it possesses authority, and to disobcy 
it is to pervert into darkness the light God has 
set within us. 


t 


PPU RELIGION COMMISSION 
Pacifist Universalist Service 
3.30 p.m. Sunday June 19th 


King’s Weigh House Church, Binney St., W.1. 
(Near Bond Se. Tube) 
Discourse by 


Stuart Morris ‘‘God or Caesar?” 


an army of only about 


was utilised by Chancellor Dollfuss to crush 


agreed by the Four Occupying Powers in 
cluding existing “security forces” along the 


France, supported by the US, demanded a 
larger army under the pretext of “ protecting 
neutrality ” 
dropped its opposition to an increase of this 
figure and the matter is left entirely to the 
Austrians. 


already agreed to adopt conscription with 12 
months’ compulsory service after 18; reserves 
may be recalled to training up to 50. Young 
people born in 1937 and 1936 may be con- 
scripted this year. Although the “democratic” 
army is to be created to ‘‘ defend” neutrality, 
the last thing the Government desires is a 
plebiscite on the question of conscription. By 
a mere majority decision of the Coalition 
Parties 
upon the youth. 


shown by young Socialists, in disregard of 


committee of the Socialist Party has declared 
its opposition to conscription. The Austrian 
“ Friedensgesellschaft ” 
founded by Bertha von Suttner) wants a 
plebiscite on the issue of an army and sug- 
gests an enlarged militarised police force. A 
small group of Catholics (including Prof. Ude, 
and some young members of “ Pax Christi”) 
reject any kind of military service. 
munists and SAP (Left-Wing Socialists) as 
well as a small group of non-Socialist sup- 
porters of the “United Left” (Volksopposition) 
led by Prof. Dobretsberger, also 
plebiscite, but some of these groups would 
:| accept a short service in a 
Asovenccccccccccccusconcnccassccaneasenancebensousaesancseat | miliua, without a professional staff of officers. 


Ethel Mannin 


reviews 


A LOVELY 
BOOK 


NCE in a way there turns up a book 
that is different—a memorable book. 
Such a book is TRIAL By SASSWOOD, by 


botanist—who is also an artist—living 0 
a Nigerian rubber plantation. The book 
was done in America under the title, 
SEVEN Days TO LOMALAND. 


Both titles fit the book, for it is the sto! 
of a seven-day trek which Esther Warner madé 
with one of her houseboys, Comma, and 4 
party of other Liberians, through the forests 
and jungles, during the rains, to Lomalant 
where Comma had volunteered to stand tm 
by ordeal (the plunging of the hand inle 
boiling oil) to prove his innocence in_ tht 
matter of a mission with which he had beel 
entrusted and not fulfilled. 


He had been sent off with fifty dollars ” 
purchase a chimpanzee; he returned mon 
later, without either the monkey or the mone) 
and with a story of having been beaten up. 


Esther Warner—* Mommio” to them all 
readily accepted his guiltlessness, but he W® 
anxious to prove it, and the others insisted thal 
she owed it to him to witness that proof, fe! 
if he is innocent his hand will not be bur 
in the ordeal, which is known as trial 
sasswood, 


Esther Warner blamed herself for senditf 
him through the forests with such a su 
“more than most natives are able to amas 
intact during a lifetime of labour,” and thous! 
she could not accept his story, with its oak 


The 


This portrait by Patricia Angadi was recently presented to Glasgow Corporation. 
artist Is seen showing the portrait to James Maxton twelve years ago. 


A TORCH-BEARER 


By Vera Brittain 
James Maxton : The Beloved Rebel, by John McNair. Allen & Unwin. 


| J OHN McNAIR’S biography of James 
Maxton does not stop short this side 


of idolatry. 
Though a less eulogistic study might have 


12s. 6d. 


pended for another famous speech describing 
as “murderers” the Tory Ministers respon- 
sible for withdrawing milk supplies from 
mothers and children, yet during the same 
illness Winston Churchill sent him a gift of 


an American woman sculptor, wife of 4 
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becn better literature, it is difficult to blame books And when Maxton died in 1946 it|and contradictions, she believed in him af¢| ~S without cc 
him. Those of us who knew the incomparable was Walter Eliot, Parliamentary Under-Secre- | would have liked the matter left there, but thé |, Uclear weapor 

Jimmy” would have found it equally hard tary of Health for Scotland at the time of the | people, and Comma himself, were determine? | “8@ was taker 
to produce what critics call a “balanced “murder” oration, who delivered the moving | 0m the trial. “ Africans know that ‘sasswoo from the 7 
portrait,” for Maxton was not only a saint broadcast obituary. . is infallible,” she writes. “The guil 


perish and the innocent are unscathed, No#é 


on _carth, but a peculiarly attractive saint. 
of them could believe that white people al 


This lean, dark man with the idealistic blue 
eyes which could blaze with passion, suggested 
a figure from the French Revolution, but no 
fiery Jacobin possessed the humour and charm 
which enabled him to keep the friendly respect 
even of the opponents whom he denounced 
most fiercely. 

During the First World War, Maxton, then 
Chairman of the Scottish Division of the 
Independent Labour Party and an uncom- 
promising pacifist, spent nine months in Calton 
Jail at Edinburgh for making a seditious 
speech. Yet in 1926, when he lay gravely ill 
after an operation for duodenal ulcer, Lloyd 
George, who signed the indictment for his 
imprisonment, interrupted a speaking tour in 
the Midlands to telephone Glasgow Infirmary 
for news of his progress. 

Three years earlier, Maxton had been sus- 


I last saw Maxton when I took the Chair 
at a Food Relicf Campaign meeting in Caxton 
Hall towards the end of the Second World 
War. Though he already suffered from the 
fatal disease which prematurely destroyed a 
frame weakened by years of overwork, he 
added his plea to those made by R. R. Stokes 
and Tom Wintringham for the  under- 
nourished children of Europe. I still recall 
the incandescent flame of his eyes in a face 
already greyish-white from approaching death. 
Readers who wish to know how he then 
appeared should turn to the inspired portrait 
by Sir John Lavery, reproduced on Page 194. 


One Sunday newspaper reviewer has stated 
that Maxton, for all his attractiveness, had no 
substantial achievement to his credit. But 
what is achievement? Did Francis of Assisi 
and Mahatma Gandhi achieve nothing because 
their influence is reckoned chiefly in terms of 
the stimulus and example that they gave to 
others? 


Maxton, it is true, was always the spear- 
head of a dedicated minority within the 
Labour movement. His slim waist-line never 
thickened from the inactivity imposed upon 
office-holders by Ministerial cars. But in his 
own person he embodied the idealism—anti- 
war and pro-humanity—which — galvanised 
pioneer Socialism, and needs so sorely to be 
recaptured if Labour, recently vanquished at 
the polls by its own divisions and apathy, is 
again to become a religious force within our 
community. 

* 


Judged by his message, Maxton ranks as a 
pope in his superb oratorical technique, 
© was a political artist. Party organisation 
and Ministerial accomplishment are of course 
essential to any great movement, but without 
the prophets and the artists such accomplish- 
ment, however solid, never reaches the 
Promised Land. Just as Maxton was once 
aptly described as “the Member for the 
unemployed,” so today the common man of 
every race—‘the black, the brown, the 
yellow, the white, whose prayers go up to 
one God under different names"’—needs his 
Member to save him from the self-interested 
and powerful worldlings who still exploit him 
in Africa and Asia, and threaten with nuclear 
weapons his right to live. 

This biography was commissioned by the 
Maxton Memorial Committee founded soon 
after Maxton’s death. The author states that 
“other writers, more qualified than I, were 
approached, but were unable to undertake the 
task.” His only qualification, he insists, was 
his love and admiration for Maxton, who 
“approached perfection more closely than any 
other human being I have known.” 


It is true that the book is not written for 
everyone. In places it reads like an ILP 
Report, and there are perhaps too many details 
of bygone internal controversies. Yet it is 
again hard to quarrel with material which 
from a literary standpoint is dubiously 
admissible; no man or woman struggling 
against war and oppression can regret this 
detailed record of courageous humanitarian 
witness, not only by Maxton himself but by 
such fine representatives of humanity as John 
Wheatley, George Buchanan, Campbell 
Stephen, Fenner Brockway, and John. 
McGovern. Nor is it possible to deplore the 
long quotations from Maxton’s own speeches, 
the raw material of his influence and the 
expression of his love for mankind. 


John McNair has given us a fine picture 
of the man at whose funeral oration Sir Hugh 
Robertson fitly quoted the words once used 
of Heraclitus: 

Still are they pleasant voices, thy nightingales, 
awake: 

For Death, he taketh all away, but them he 
cannot take. 


in the power of virtue, to credit a trial bY 
ordeal. Comma’s insistence on being tried 1! 


them that he was innocent.” She had twit? 
before walked across Liberia, but this tim® 
“dull from sun and malaria,” and with leavé 
time at hand, she was not in the mood. Ho¥ 
ever the people insisted, one of them assuriné 

her that in Lomaland she would “ see light.” 
The story of the trek makes fascinatin$ 
reading, somclimes amusing, sometimé 
curiously moving, and in the course of it 4 
number of wise things get said~-such as whe? 
she asks one of them. who-told him ~ 
God, and he retorts, “Told? , . 
so stupid that they got to be told about God! 
Never did any man know God from tolas: 
a You get God by feels. All the told there is t@ 
Conscription controversy it is his name. You call him God; we cab 
him Gala.” And that one of the matters will 


in Austria 
From FRANCIS RONA VIENNA. 


WHE basis of the new Army is a much dis- 
cussed issue between members of the 
Coalition Government in Austria (People’s 
Party and Socialists, who received over 80 
per cent. of the votes in nearly equal propor- 
tion) and the Left-wing Socialists (SAP, led 
by Erwin Scharf) and Communists. 

Daily newspapers, even the American- 
sponsored Wiener Kurier have published 
scores of letters, written by young people. 
mothers and former soldiers protesting against 
the reintroduction of conscription and the 
establishment of a large army. 

After World War I the limit for the 
Austrian army was fixed at 30,000; although 
the Government in the 1920's established 
15,000 that force 
proved to be the mainstay of reaction and 


they say they believe,” so that their “ say-€ 
and thinks-es and does-es are stranger, 2 
stranger.” 

Events are thought by tribal Africans 
Esther Warner tells us, “to have a life-for@ 
of their own, a will to get done.” One of B 


*Gollancz, 15s. net. f 
@ ON PAGE FIVE 


the Socialists in the civil war in February, 
1934, 
The new. preliminary Treaty, originally 


May last, suggested an army of 53,000, in- 


frontiers and in the country. Britain and 
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military service is to be imposed preciaté | 


The strongest opposition to this project is 


he advice of party leaders. In Carinthia the 
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‘ forcement. Here complimentary references to 
the“ idealistic” character of my address and 
the committce’s report were made. There was 
No personal animus in the debate. But “ how 
Would it sound if the papers came out and 

} anounced that the Methodist Church had 
voted for unilateral disarmament ?” Another 
spoke of our faith in prayer and thought 
Eisenhower was trying hard to reach an under- 

Alanding with Russia and ‘“ would not the best 

“‘Mning be to pray that good results would be 
eae! in the meeting at the summit in 
uly 2” 

There were quite a few other amendments. 
No trick was being missed in connection with 
_ this report. I mention one more. The com- 
Nittee proposed the Conference go on record 
88 against the manufacture and use of atomic 
Weapons—no provisos, ifs and buts. The 
Motion to delete was duly made and seconded. 

young minister pleaded for faith and for 

“eciding this on the basis of what was 
Christian rather than expedient. The voice 
Yote on this was close, but I thought that once 
More the motion to delete had prevailed. But 
were was a count of hands and a recount when 
Mt was clear that it was a very close vote. 
‘And the result was that opposition to manu- 
facture and use of atomic weapons remained 
I by a vote of 57 to 54! 


REPENTANCE FOR HIROSHIMA 


There was a pause—another amendment 
Made and adopted. Then somcone got up and 
Pointed out that the Conference had once re- 
Kcted unilateral disarmament and then in the 
‘7 to 54 vote had virtually approved it. The 


Bishop, W. Earl Ledder, a very competent and 
lair Presiding officer, pointed out that the Con- 
terence had deliberately voted to leave pro- 
‘ibition of atomic war in. Only a motion 
® teconsider, made by one who had voted 
MW the majority, could revive the matter. 
The motion to reconsider was made and car- 
“Mand then the phrase “ by any nation” 
Na added. Obviously this still prohibited the 
“S, without condition, from using or making 
4 “lear weapons, but some felt, I suppose, the 
_..8@ was taken off a bit by enjoining Russia 


“#80 from the practice ! : 
After all this a young minister moved this 
“Solution : “ Whereas, on August 6, 1945, the 
ON initiated atomic war at Hiroshima and 
2 j*8asaki, resolved that this Conference call on 
a the churches to observe Sunday, August 7, 
‘755, as a day of special prayer (a) for repen- 
"ance; (b) for disarmament.” The vote for 
this motion was unanimous. I hope the 
hurches in other countries, as well as here, 
“YiR take note. . . 

Hoth in its concern for expediency and its 
“ONcern for distinctively Christian values, both 
N its hesitations and in its initiative, this Con- 
ference seems to me typical of where Christians 
4 these days. 
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(Das Freundschaftsheim) 


BUCKEBURG, GERMANY 
International Conferences 


July 2-12 and August 3-13 
Cost 8/4 a day, plus fares = 
Particulars from A. Brocklehurst = 
{ ‘77 Brent Way, Finchley, N.3. = 
| § “Hundreds of keen peace workers 
have been at the Heim. I'll go too.” 
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Letters to 


Pacifists and the election 


J FEEL there is a real danger of Peace News, 

at this juncture, becoming a rather bitter 
and useless battleground on the question of 
unstinted support of the non-pacifist election 
campaign in Gravesend. 


immediately that campaign began I wrote 
offering help, and received the typed sug- 
gestions as to “ how to help.” By then, how- 
ever, 1 learnt that Sir Richard Acland was 
not standing “as a pacifist.” His no H-bomb 
issue apparently is not even specifically linked 
with a demand for the withdrawal of American 
air bases from this country. So I just did 
nothing about it. But as soon as I heard of 
Mr. Loverseed’s need of help I offered mine 
and went over for a whole day—not much, 
but the most that at 73 I felt able to.give. 
This in spite of my having been one who 
gladly nominated our Labour-Co-operative 
candidate in this locality. 

I was grieved that, in the heat of the 
election, Peace News more than once repeated 
that there was “nothing to choose between 
the two partics.”. There were, in fact, a 
number of things—Mr. Attlee’s journey to 
Russia and to Chou En-lai were amongst 
them—and the Labour programme included 
an emphatic and timely demand for a cessa- 
tion of the tests. 

As a Christian Pacifist, and a Socialist of 
many years’ standing, I deplore many things 
which have happened in the Labour Party of 
late—but then I deplore much in the make- 
up of the Church, too. But I still belong to 
both. Everyone must decide whether to work 
“from without” or “from within.” 


ROSA HOBHOUSE. 


20 St. Catherine’s Road, 
Broxbourne, Herts. 


Lost opportunity 


ROBABLY the most important point in 

your leading comment on the General 
Election is contained in your final paragraph. 
Here you refer to “—the insignificant impact 
that pacifists were able to make in an 
election where issues of such magnitude for 
them were involyed—” We did indeed make 
an insignificant impact: was it because our 
endeavours were so miserably small? 

Instead of concerning ourselves with 
whether or not we should spoil our voting 
papers, and how far we could or not support 
one of the parties, we should have been exer- 
cising the utmost pressure on candidates— 
and what is even more important—on_ public 
Opinion, 

Here was a golden opportunity to place the 
Pacifist case before the public, which was, to 
a large extent ready and willing to listen. We 
should at least have had available a list of 
very potent, searching questions to submit to 
all candidates, with variations to be put at 
their meetings. We ought to have had a 
special group letter stimulating members of 
Pacifist organisations into action, and even a 
special conference should not have been out 
of the question. 

When Pacifists are more determined to use 
such opportunities they will not be regarded 


as “insignificant.” 
LEONARD BIRD. 
1 Marine Drive, 
Hornsea, 


At Gravesend 


QL YBIL MORRISON in her article of June 3 

compares the 6,514 votes for Sir Richard 
Acland against the 264 million of the total 
poll. In my view this gives a false impression. 


the Editor 


As one who, through the kindness of my 
“boss” (Leonard Bird) and fellow workers, 
was privileged to help in the Gravesend 
Election campaign for a week, I would stress 
that help came from all over the country— 
from those who were themselves unable to 
vote. In addition to myself (from Hull), there 
was a housewife from Northern Ireland (who 
came specially for the campaign), a house- 
wife from Cornwall, and others from all 
parts of the Home Counties. 


I think this indicates that there would have 
been many thousand more votes for the policy 
of Sir Richard. What the figures demonstrate 
is the power of the party machine. 

IRENE JACOBY. 

19 Park Grove, 

Hull. 


imperialism 


TAY AVING shown admirable objectivity in 

printing the new Soviet disarmament 
proposals, why--oh, why—-have you to lapse 
into unjustified attacks on the USSR again? 


“To preserve its present nature,” you write, 
“the Soviet Union requires expansion of the 
Communist world.” 

From 1917 to 1939 the USSR “ preserved 
its present nature” and in fact transformed 
itself from a primitive agrarian into an 
advanced industrial country without expan- 
sion of the “Communist world.” Any such 
expansion is the direct result, not of Soviet 
initiative, but of the war situation created by 
the capitalist states at the end of the 1930s 
in defiance of repeated Soviet proposals which 
could have preserved the peace. 

Today there is a far larger “Communist 
world.” This “Communist world” is even 
more capable than the USSR was up to 1939 
of developing, with its own internal resources, 
production so as to raise living standards con- 
tinuously for its peoples. War, or any 
attempted expansion by war, would be con- 
trary to the interests of this “ Communist 
world” just as it was contrary to the interests 
of the Soviet people in the 1930s. 

Thus, the Soviet Union requires no such 
expansion “to preserve its present nature.” 
All it requires is peace, i.e., peaceful co- 
existence. Whether, in due course, the peoples 
of other countries will, in their own interests, 
require an expansion of the “Communist 
world” is for them, not the USSR, to decide. 

PAT SLOAN. 
General Sccretary. 


British Sovict Friendship Society, 
36 Spencer Street, E.C.1 


{To deal adequately with the point of view 
advanced in this letter would require a good 
deal more space than we can spare at present. 
We will only say therefore that the present 
century has shown that there are more reasons 
for imperialism than Karl Marx comprehended, 
and more forms of it than he envisaged. 

We should like to say also, however, that 
in connection with our attitude to the recent 
Russian disarmament proposals Mr. Sloan is 
in no position to commend us for our 
“admirable objectivity.” We have sincerely 
welcomed these proposals and have said that 
in our view they provide a hopeful basis for 
negotiations. Much that they contain however 
has been strongly condemned by Mr. Sloan 
and his Party colleagues in the not-very- 
distant past, so that if they approve of them 
now it is certainly not on standards of 
“ objectivity” in the usual sense of that 
term.—Ed.] 
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ETHEL MANNIN 
@ FROM PAGE FOUR 


assurcs her, “A person has got be careful 
about bad thinks... Sometimes a bad think 
can get loose out of you without you know it. 
It grows and gets more strong after it gets out. 
lt can go round hurting people bad, bad, and 
you can never get it back again to step on it.” 

In the party doing the trek there is a pretty 
young wife being taken back to her village by 
her elderly husband to be beaten before her 
people for being “frisky.” She is perfectly 
cheerful about this, only anxious that it shail 
be done in good style with herself decked out 
in her best clothes for the occasion. 

The party have a [rightening time when they 
come to the river at the other side of which, 
at dusk, the “ deads” wash their clothes. Even 
Esther Warner herself becomes infected with 
“the smell of fear.” The “ deads,” however, 
are duly propitiated by offerings of sweet saap 
and the frisky Tama’s new gold lappa, in 
which she had hoped to be beaten... 

At last they come to Lomaland and the caals 
are kindled tor Comma’s ordeal, and the whip 
of reeds bound in leather and stained, elegantly. 
with camwood, prepared for Tama’s beating. 
Both ordeals take place, but it were a pity to 
spoil the reader's enjoyment of the book by 
revealing what happens thereat. Suffice it to 
say that this is' a beautiful, exciting, vastly 
entertaining and at the same time profoundly 
true book—the kind of book which hanped 80 
rarely that there is the urgent nced to com- 
municate one’s excitement over it. 

It is worth quoting from the author's fore- 
word. “When people who know that I have 
lived in Africa ask me about the causes of 
the recent (though they are not recent) troubles 
there, they usually seem to expect big round 
answers couched in terms of economics or 
sociology or political science. I do not know 
any big round answers, nor even the vocabu- 
lary of the specialists.” This book, she says, 
is her answer, albeit fragmentary, adding, “It 
is not imperative, except as friendship and 
understanding, no matter on how small a scale, 
have become imperative. It is not scholarly, 
except that the kind of wisdom Emerson and 
Thoreau gave us can be heard in the folk- 
lore of the deep forests of Africa. It is not 
assertive, for friendship needs no vindication, 
and is its own compulsion.” 


THE ELECTION IS OVER BUT THE 
No H-bombs for Britain Campaign 


CONTINUES 


Further reprints of these popular leaflets 
are still available for free distribution 


Arms? Scrap the lot 
by Dr. DONALD SOPER 
2s. 100; 18s. 6d. 1,000 
No H-bombs for Britain 
by Sir RICHARD ACLAND 
2s. 6d. 100; 228, 6d. 1,000 
The H-bomb: we’re dancing 
on the rim of the pit. 
by Dr. ALEX COMFORT 
2s, 6d. 100; 22s. 6d. 1,000 
all post free 


Large variety of pamphlets and posters 
also available 


Peace News Publications Dept. 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Ao 7.30 p.m. Pier Head, Open 


Ar this is a free service, we 


magree the right to select notices for 

‘te lication. We nevertheless desire Date, 

“tng ake it as complete a service as streal) ; nature of event; speakers, 
ly,,"@2s0nably can, and therefore organisers (and secretary's address) 


. ¥ organisers of events to: 
_ QMBBREVIATIONS: Anglican Pacifist Fellow- 
y 


APE ; Fellowship of Reconciliation FoR ; | 


Sout Pledge Union PPU ; Society of Friends 
tng $, Women’s Intemational League for Peace 
Freedom WILPE, 


Friday, June 17 
HEOCKERMOUTH:: °7 p.m.; Friends Mts. 
ang John Wrigley, ‘‘ Christian Conscience 

the H-Bomb.”” SoF. 
LONDON, W.C.1.: 7.30 p.m.; Friends In- 
fo, tional Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq. Piano- 
nat Recital, John Moore Bridger. Refresh- 
Mat ‘7 p.m, Admission free. A Peace News 

“ical evening. 

PURLEY: 8 ‘p.m.; 1 
Do"e Mtg. ‘War and the Christian."* Dr. 
Wald Soper, Rev. Alan Staines, Rev. John 

Ser, SoF, FoR. 

i 


MLM 


Every week! 


: SUNDAYS 
Ag¥DE PARK: 3 p.m.; Pacifist Youth 
Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 
“oglAscow: Open-air mtg. Queen's Park 
‘aq 


Congregational Hall. 


» Victoria Rd. 7.45 p.m, Cambell Wilkie 
th Bovey, Glasgow PPU. 


TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER 1 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Biltz 
tho Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 

: dist ministers and others, MPF 


1»... THURSDAYS 
dyeYTONSTONE 1 8 p.m. ; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Road. E.10 and EB.11 Group PPU. 

1 ot PNDON, W.C.14> 1.15-1.45, p.m.; Church 
| Ning,’ George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
Pace tour Service of Intercession for World 
tere Conducted by clergy and laymen of 
| bo t. denominations. 

tag NDON; W.C.11s 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
} +» 6 Endsleigh St. Pacifist Youth 
2 Group. 


Fa FRIDAY 
HERE,, anytime, _ strect-selling 
ey Ck: NEWS. ‘Copies supplied “‘‘ sale or 
lay Posters free. , Send for your quota 
Figf Siege 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4., 
~.'rom the steps of St. Martin-in-the- 
mm, afalear Square between 5.30 and 


SATURDAYS. 


8, Liverpool and District Peace 


fect: 3 si 
4 WotR 


Send. notices to arrive not later 
than Monday morning. Include: 
TOWN. Time, Place (hall, 


— preferably in that order and style. 


Saturday, June 18 


BIRMINGHAM 1: 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Wood- 
brooke, Selly Oak, John Fremlin (Birming- 
ham University), ‘‘ Atomic Discovery and 
Civilisation.” Two sessions, tca_ interval. 
Bring own edibles. FoR, 


CHESTER: 3—4.30 p.m.: Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Frodsham St, N.W. Area Mtg. PPU. 
5 p.m. Wilfred Wellock on his recent visit 
to USA, Everyone welcome. PPU. 

PORTSMOUTH - SOUTHSEA: 2.30 p.m; 
Poster Parade; assemble Friends Mig. Ho, nr. 
Fratton Stn. 4 p.m. Open-air mtg. Speakers 
Corner, Southsea front. 5.30 p.m. Tea and 
Peace Exhibition, Foresters Hall. 7 p.m. 
Any Questions. FoR, PPU. 


Sunday, June 19 

FINCHLEY : 6.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
131 Nether St., Illustrated talk ‘* The Challenge 
of Mau Mau.”’ Denis R. Moriarty. 

LONDON, W.1.: 3.30 p.m.; King’s Welgh 
Ho, Church, Binney St. (mr. Bond St, Stn.) 
Pacifist. Universalist Service. Discourse, Stuart 
Morris, ‘God or Cwsar."" PPU Religion 
Commissidn. 


Thursday, June 23 
ILFORD: 8 p.m; Friends 
Cleveland Rd., Discussion re Independent 
Candidates for future General Elections. FoR. 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Bush Rd, Miss Simcox ‘* German Holi- 
day.” PPU, 
LONDON, N.W.3.: 7.45 p.m. ; Hampstead 


Mtg. Ho., 


Friends Mtg. Ho., Heath St., Musical Even- 
ing, Gramophone Records. Presented by 
George Plume. Refreshments. PPU. 


Saturday, June 25 . 

LONDON, N.5.1 Quarterly Day of Prayer 
for Peace. Steenoven Ho., 16 Aberdeen Rd., 
12.15 p.m. Holy Communion, +1.15 p.m. 
Lunch, 3 p.m. Prayers. 4 p.m. Public Mig., 
inc. Business Mtg. of the Religion Commission 
of the PPU, Speaker: Rev. J. Rowe. Ques- 
tions and Discussion. 5 p.m, Tea. 6 p.m. 
Imercession Service. 8 p.m. Benediction. 


Thursday, June 30 
LEYTONSTONE & ‘pin; Friends Mug. 


Ho., Bush Rd, Group Discussion, PPU 
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NB displaying Peace News 
@ 

Ask him to order two extra copies 


weekly to be placed on show and 
purchased by you if leit ove 


is your newsagent 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s, 6d, (Box No. 6d. extra), Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication, 

DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENTS are 
required by the Thursday eight days prior to 
Publication, 


WHEN REPLYING to 
advertisements please mention 
PEACE NEWS 


MEETINGS 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Bath. Tuesdays, 
7.30. Literary Institute, 18 Queen Sq. All 
welcome. 

KING'S WEIGH House Church, Duke St., 
ur, Bond St. Tube. Sunday at 6.30 p.m. 
*¢ Conditions of Wortd Saivation.” Rev. R. 
W. Sorensen, MP, “The Freedom of all 
Peoples.’ 


THE OBJECTIVE STUDY OF CROWD 
BEHAVIOUR: Prof. L. S§, Penrose opens 
discussion on his book, 8 p.m. Wed., June 
22 at 45 Russell Square, W.C.1. Chairman, 
Dr. Nomnan Glaister, Adm. Iree. Org. by 
Medical Association for the Prevention of 
War. 


ACCOMMODATION 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and ielly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CARO 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. “ 

THREE-BED TIMBER BUNGALOW, elcc- 
tricity, main water, septic tank drainage, 
Whigs Colony, £1,200 or offer, Box No. 
642. 


HOLIDAYS 

BUXTON. Westminster Vegetarian Guest 
House, Broad Walk. Friendly comfort. Home 
baking Good walking and touring, 
Tel, 929 Janet and James Joyce. 

PENZANCE one mile. Two bedrooms (4 
beds), silting room, use of bathroom, kitchen 
and dining room. Garage for small car. 


= Available June and first three weeks of July. 


Rooms cleaned but_no other attendance, The 
Rosary, Heamoor, Penzance, 

STUDENT OFFERS Ist Class Accommo- 
dation and food in Split, Yugoslavia in 1955 
vada rt pre Shed eel People), in exchange for 

+ Please wri 3 
76 Froissart Rd., London, SEQ. > C/Ca¥ 


s) PERSONAL 
BLUAH COMING Before Christ," wonder- 


ful book free. M 
Rochester 19, N.y #1240, Mission, Dept, 13, 


FIRE! Help Peace News paying me | 
your Fire Insurance Premiums. ‘10% for PN 
Funds. Arthur Taylor, 305 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick. 

HELP COUNTRY FOLK keep their rail- 
ways. Write Srubluk, Blenheim: Rd., N.W.8. 

INTERESTED IN PACIFISM, Atavism_ or 
an end of ‘isms"? The Libertarian Dis- 
cussion Group meets fortnightly at 141 Sher- 
ingham Ave., E.12, Next Meeting June 22, 
8 p.m, 

PIANO WANTED. Television offered. 8 
Links Rd., Epsom 2711. 
pn be ee eS 

EDUCATION 


SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 
respondence, visit), 5s, Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRImrose 5686. 
an 

LITERATURE 


OKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION are 
ee niighie from Housmans Bookshop. Profits 
on sales help Peace News. Why not order all! 
your books from Housmans, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London, N.4? 

UAKERISM. Information and_ literature 
Bing the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to. the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


engagement of persons answering these 
Boats must be made through s local 
office of the Ministry of Labour oF & 
scheduled employment agency If the ae aT 
Is » male aged 18 to 64 of a woman aged 1 
to 59 Inclusive patie ye or , peeereelmons 

oyment, Is excep! Tron 

ope Notification of Vacancies Order, 1952. 


WANTED, preferably young lady, 
eaeeLE weeks, Seotcrabe por sHiop on 
Kentish hop-garden, Board-lodging in cata- 
van Ered and £5 per week, Box No, 643. 

WORK is available for all votua- 
ae Speen News office. Daytime and every 
Wednesday evening we shall be graicful for 
help, Write, phone or just drop in to Peace 
News (STAmiord Hill 2262), 3 Blackaock Rd. 
(above Fish & Cook, stalioners), Finsbury 


Park, N.4. — 3c, 

TEACHERS wanted, either sex, keen, 
eal Sec. Mod. School, Pacifist Head- 
master. Box No. 642. 

K FOR PEACE. Two vacancies ‘for 
se Or ales now arise: one involves con 
petent shorthand, both require typing. A vo- 
cational interest is desirable in the varied 
work of the Christian pacifist movement, Write 
first for interview, giving experience or quali- 
fications, to the Gen. Secretary, Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, 29 Great James St., London, 


WC. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 


MABBL EYLES Duplicating Service, 395 
Hornsey Road, N.19. (ARC, 1765), 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 

W. A. & A, F, COPPIN, Insurance Brokers, 
have a client who, owing to Hlness, wishea 
to dispose of a grocery provisian shop with 
living accommodation (4 bedroams, garage, 
ctc.) situated in Southend-on-Sea, cither on 
lease £1,750 SAV or Frechold £3,600 SAV, 
audited. accounts for Jasy four years, Apply 
to us at 4 Warwick Drive, Rochford, Essex. 
Phone Rochfotd $6270. 


pit be 3 oe 5 See es 
FOR SALE 


SECOND HAND PACIFIST BOOKS will be 
welcomed» by. Housmana Bookshop. Proceed 
of sales to Peace News Fund. Offers/Gifti 
invited. 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4, 

3 Ply GREY. SOCK WOOL -with 20 per 
cent Nylon, 13s. 6d. per 1b, PO with order. 
Millmore and Graupner, Eastbrook Mills, Peet 
Strect, Bradford 1, 


SPECIAL OFFER.TO 
NEW READERS 
You can give PEACE NEWS 
nine weeks postal trial for 
2s. 6d. only. (U.S. Office 13 


‘weeks for $1). 
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Or order from your newsagent, 


U.S. AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
1 yeac $4, 6 months $2. 
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$* Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 
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% From page one 


IRELAND AND 


with incredible speed and violence at the 
large centres of population and the position 
of the small nation standing alone had not 
becn made more untenable. Neutrality might, 
indeed, be more feasible, less hazardous, for 
a smal! nation than a scheme of joint defence 
with one of the great atomic-armed powers. 


Hitler’s invasion plan 


Against this, touching lightly on the Par- 
tition issue, Captain Liddell Hart explained 
how in 1941 a plan, of which he had him- 
self seen the draft, for the invasion of 
Northern Ireland, had been presented to Hitler 
by a leading German general and it had been 
been rejected principally because of the diffi- 
culty of retaining a foothold in Ulster against 
the strong British forces there. In a unified, 
independent Ireland it would be a much more 
costly business for Ireland to provide 
equivalent security. 

The Irish team included those three stormy 
petrels of Irish politics, Major General 
Dorman O’Gowan, who has headed many cam- 
paigns against the Stormont Parliament in the 
interests of Irish unity, Senator Sheehy 
Skeffington, who is tireless in tilting against 
established institutions in the cause of social 
justice, and Dr, Noel Browne, who was 
Minister of Health when the famous clash 
with the Hierarchy over the Health Bill 
occurred. Deputy Declan Costello, the son 
of the Taoiseach (Prime Minister), opposing 
these political heretics, advocated the crusad- 
ing Christian ideals, to which the great mass 
of the Irish public outwardly subscribes, 


«We will stay neutral ’”’ 


These ideals, contended Dr. Browne, bore 
no relation to the hideous realities of atomic 
war or to our real feclings. “We will talk 
and talk,” he said, “but if war comes, we 
will stay neutral as we did the last time.” 

And Senator Skeffington asked what the 
great powers had done for the small ones in 
the past. Had they not abandoned Manchuria 
and Abyssinia, and more recently Poland? 
Had not the Big Five introduced the Veto 
into UNO, lest the small nations should force 
some action on a point of principle? For an 
Irishman the real war against Communism 
must be waged at home against the miserable 
social conditions in which Communism is 
bred. You could not fight an idea with a 
bomb, but only with a better idea. 

General Dorman O'Gowan said that as 
Ireland was a mutilated nation, she could not 
yet speak with a national voice. Therefore 
a special responsibility rested on the individual 
Irishman to make himself heard. Since 1939 
there had been an appalling deterioration in 
the morality of war. With nuclear warfare 
we had reached the very bottom of civilisa- 
tion. We were not justified in using such a 
form of defence. Nehru was right. It might 
be possible to form a neutral belt across the 
centre of Europe to include the present 
satellites of Russia. 

The symposium was recorded by Radio 
Eireann for broadcasting on June 8, and the 
chairman, Mr. Terence de Vere White, showed 
extraordinary skill in keeping his very voluble 


Collect your 


MILK BOTTLE TOPS 
nv \N x 

FOR PEACE NEWS 

Milk bottle tops (washed before storage) 
and silver paper and other foils (collected 
separately from milk tops) can be sold to 
raise funds for PEACE NEWS. Please send 
your collections to your nearest depot, as 
under:— 

NORTH: Ivan Geffen, 
Gateshead-on-Tyne, 8. 

NORTH-WEST: Alec H. Spring, 30 Wel- 
lington Rd., Bury, Lancs. 

MIDLANDS: P. j. Renwick, 65a Trafalgar 
Rd., Moseley, Birmingham 13. 

SOUTH: Mrs. Frances Morgan, 78a Norman 
Rd., St, Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 

N.W. LONDON: Mrs. D. Hawkin, 30 
Hampstead Way, N.W.?1. 

Groups and readers are invited to start 

their own collecting schemes. More 

depots are needed. Details from 

The Manager, Peace News Ltd., 3 Black- 

stock Rd., London, N.4. 


18 Saltwell View, 


Calling all 
Gloucester readers ! 


@ Many newsagents and W. H. Smith's 
branches in your district have extra 


Peace News on sale. 


@ Please enquire for copies and ask for 
them to be displayed. Introduce the 
paper to your friends and help your 
local sales campaign. 

Peace News gratefully acknowledges the help of 


Gloucester Peace Pledge Union Group in financins 
this special! distribution, 


THE PEACE ASSOCIATION 
OF CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS 
(BRITISH SECTION) 


An international association for the promotion 
of a Christianly Scientific peace, the members 
of which refrain from participation in war. This 
Association functions as a private enterprise and 
is supported by earnest and loyal students of 
Christian Science, but is not connected with the 


Christian Science Church organisation. 
Alt those interested may obtain further information 
from the Secretary : 


Mrs. M. HOLT 
9 Hemington Ave., Friern Barnet, London, N.11 
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NEUTRALITY 


team within the prescribed time limits. “ War 
in the past,” he ended, “had been associated 
with gallantry, but where was the gallantry 
now? Had not all our ideas of chivalry to 
be changed, and could not small countries 
help towards this ideological revolution? ” 

It may be said of this Kilkenny symposium 
that the Irish participants were unorthodox, 
and except by Deputy Declan Costello, the 
official militantly Christian view was not 
effectively represented. Against this it can be 
urged that none o: the speakers were them- 
selves pacifists. In advocating neutrality they 
were arguing from the evidence of past wars, 
and their arguments received powerful sup- 
port from Captain Liddell Hart’s masterly 
analysis of the probable course of a future 
one. 

Though the presence of the British Army in 
Ulster may have saved Ireland at some point 
in the war from a German invasion, in atomic 
warfare no army could shield them from 
disaster once an attack was launched. Others 
argued that an H-bomb on Liverpool or 
Belfast would, if the winds were appropriate, 
involve Dublin in its lethal cffects. There 
was no small country whose collapse might 
not be engineered by the mere threat of an 
H-bomb. Sc it is on the moral plane only 
that a small nation can contribute to the 
maintenance of peacc. 


East and West 


acclaim Bandung 


TINHE full significance of the Afro-Asian 
Conference which met in Bandung 
(Indonesia) in April is now becoming clear 
to the world. Political commentators in both 
east and west have paid tribute to it as a 
great contribution to the cause of peace. 


IN WASHINGTON: Secretary of State, John 
Foster Dulles said as quoted by an Agency 
report: 

“There was a general feeling that the 
situation in the Formosa area was becom- 
ing less hazardous—there was less danger 
of war—than in the past few months. 

“That was the result of a number of 
causes, one of the most important being the 
Bandung Conference, where Asian nations 
had made it clear the Formosa issue should 
not be resolved by war. 

“There was a de facto cease-fire in the 
Formosa Straits on an informal basis.” 


IN BetGraDe: Nikolai A. Bulganin, Head 
of State of the Soviet Union, and J. Broz-Tito, 
President of Yugoslavia, put their signatures 
to a joint Declaration which included this 
paragraph : 

“Both governments acclaim the results 
of the Bandung Conference as a substan- 
tial contribution to the idea of international 
co-operation, as support for the efforts of 
the Asian and African peoples in strengthen- 
ing their political and economic indepen- 
dence, and they consider that all this pro- 
motes world peace.” 


East-West talks for 


German peace societies 


TTPHE West Berlin Pacifist newspaper SOS 
reports a meeting last April between 
representatives of the West German Deutsche 
Friedensgesellschaft (Peace Society) and the 
East German Deutscher Friedensrat (Peace 
Council), The former, though not strictly a 
Pocus organisation, has many pacifist mem- 
ers, and its President, Dr. Fritz Wenzel, is 
also President of the German Scction of the 
War Resisters’ International. The latter is the 
equivalent of the British Peace Committee. 
The discussion covered a wide range of 
problems facing the peace movement in con- 
nection with the division of Germany and 
likely to arise from a possible reunification. 
The representatives from the German Demo- 
cratic Republic gave a comprehensive survey 
of the activities and the growth of the 
German Peace Council, which though originat- 
ing with the government, had since under- 
gone a complete change and was now based on 
the factories and workshops and demo- 
cratically organised. It had, however, no 
registered membership and was not financed 
by subscriptions. 

The peace movement in Eastern Germany 
did not consider it necessary to press for the 
right of conscientious objection since there 
was no intention of introducing conscription. 

When the West German representatives 
suggested that the slogan “.Ban the Bomb” 
was not enough and could not prevent war, 
it was pointed out that it was possible to win 
the masses for a ban on atomic and chemical 
warfare, whereas the abolition of al! weapons 
would necessitate a far too wide-spread 
educational campaign. 

The representatives of the German Peace 
Society next raised the question of recognition 
for their organisation in the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. The representatives of the 
Peace Council replicd that they could not 
answer for their Government, but that the 
Council itself would offer no objection. They 
could, however, see no advantage in the 
establishment of the Peace Society in Eastern 
Germany since, in any case, everyone was 
allowed free specch in their committees, where 
discussions were often long and even heated. 
Members of the Pcace Society and similar 
organisations in Western Germany were much 
in demand as speakers and would always be 
permitted to say what they liked. 

The meeting was mainly intended to pre- 
pare the way for a wider gathering this 
month when, apart from representatives of 
the peace movement, politicians and parlia- 
mentarians are to take part, and Professor 
Siegmund Schultze, President of the West 
German Joint Committee of Peace Organisa- 
tions, will be invited to take the chair. 


PEACE NEWS 


God and your neighbour 


Then one of them which was a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting Him 
and saying, Master which is the great commandment in the law? Jesus said unto 
him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments 
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hang all the law and the prophets. 


JN Peace News last week there was an 

account of a young conscientious 
objector, who, basing his application for 
exemption upon the two commandments 
“love the Lord thy God,” and “love 
thy neighbour as thyself,” was asked by 
a member of the Tribunal what he would 
do in some hypothetical situation in which 
these two instructions might come into 
opposition with each other. 

He replied that he could not answer straight 
away, and added, in pathetic excuse: “* You 
get so nervous standing here.” In other words 
he did not know the answer, and it did not, 
apparently, occur to him to reply that the 
two commandments could not, in fact, con- 
flict, nor to ask for an example of what was 
envisaged in the question. 

It has to be assumed that the member of 
the Tribunal who put the question, knew what 
he meant by it. Hither he, personally, believes 


that God framed His commandments in such 
a way that in certain circumstances they could 


THE U-BOMB 


0 FROM PAGE ONE 
character of the U-bomb the New York Times 
comments: 

“The significance of this announcement is 
held to be cnormous. To physicists it means 
that Russia or any other country able to make 
ordinary atomic bombs can, with a little more 
effort, create super weapons of the megaton 
class. The great complication and expense 
hitherto associated with the manufacture of 
the thermo-nuclear bomb thus become 
negligible. 

“ Moreover, this cheaper weapon is tremen- 
dously more deadly than a pure hydrogen 


LETTERS 


@ FROM PAGE FIVE 
The rail strike 


I WAS very sorry to see Peace News marred 

by an attack on the rail strike in a style 
reminiscent of the Conservative Press, It is 
true that it would be excellent if the loco- 
men reatised they could have better wages and 
conditions if the arms drive were ended, but 
it is probable that most of them look first to 
the millions being paid in compensation. to 
the former shareholders in their own industry 
each year as a source from which wage in- 
creases could come immediately without rais- 
ing fares or taxes. ; 

Much more serious, however, is your sug- 
gestion that a strike in a nationalised industry 
“holds society to ransom.” Does this mean 
that concerns run directly by a capitalist 
government can treat their workers as they 
like without the danger of the employees 
resisting? It is certainly dangerous for paci- 
fists to take this line, since this is precisely 
what governments have to say about passive 
resistance! 

I do not necessarily hold with the claim for 
differential which ASLEF is putting forward, 
but railwaymen in general are undoubtedly 
grossly underpaid, and the BTC could solve 
this strike very quickly, I think, if it were 
prepared to offer a substantial increase all 
round. TED BERROW. 

62 Hardy Road, 

Wimbledon, S.W.19. 


Atom tests and cancer 
IN Peace News (July 10, 1955) you say 

“The chart (right) shown by Dr. Doll at 
the meeting illustrates the high rate of cancer 
to be found among those who were 999 metres 
(a little over half a mile) from the centre of 
the explosion, as compared with those further 
away.” 

The chart may show something, but it cer- 
tainly does not show “rates of cancer” but 
incidence of Leucemia, with which it is 
clearly labelled. Leucemia is a symptom, a 
sympton in fact that is found in overdosage 
of Y and similar radiations (X-rays). 

Unfortunately the class intervals in the 
histogram are unequal, which tends to bias 
the true effects. The inverse square law 
appears to be mainly followed with a possible 
factor (other than Y radiation) interfering in 
the first 1,499 metres. All the chart shows is 
that these persons probably had suffered from 
regressive over-radiation—a fact which is 
well known. TERENCE HOBSON. 

38 Dene Road, 

Dartford, Kent. 


Briefly 


U Nu, Prime Minister of the Union of Burma, 
accompanied by Mrs. Nu, was due to arrive 
in London yesterday (Thursday) for an 
official visit to the United Kingdom. 

Vaumarcus, near Neuchatel, Switzerland, will 
be the centre to which members of the Inter- 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation will 
gather in August for their conference on 
“The Christian and International Co- 
existence.” Bishop Barbieri, Drs. C. G. 
Rutenber, Martin Niemoller, Hannes Graaf 
and Michio Kozaki will be among the 
speakers. 


Mrs. G. G. Coleman, Peace News correspon- 
dent and founder of the Bulawayo Inter- 
racial Club, has been named as a candidate 
by the African Truce Committee in the by- 
election for a seat in the Central African 
Federal Parliament Ieft vacant by the death 

of Rev, Percy Ibbotson. 


SYBIL MORRISON 


St. Matthew XXII, 23-40. 


be expected to contradict each other, theft 
placing man in the position of having [0 
cide which was the most important; oF 
knew what Jesus answered Himself, whél 
lawyer in Jerusalem endeavoured to trip 
up on just this very question. 

If he did not know this, then it must # 
be assumed that he was not trying to 
the, young applicant, but testing his knowl 
of the Scriptures, which is not, and 0 
could be, any criterion for a sincere const! 
tious objection, 

* 
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Entere 


It would, however, be exceedingly inte™ corres 
ing to know whether, in fact, the membem ° 
the Tribunal believe that these two com intery 


and if so in what way they would inte 
the answer given by Jesus to the lawyer. 
That answer was unequivocal and plaifi! 
is equally plain that if these two co 
ments are, as Jesus so clearly stated, to bé 
whole basis of God’s law, any possibility 
their coming into conflict would have wr 
the whole Christian concept at the very 90” 
The foundation had to be, and is, indest™ 
tible. 
To love God, in whose sight all he 
beings are equal, must be to love your 
bour. And when the lawyer, thinking 
clever, demanded : “Who is my neighbow! 
he was told the parable of the Good Say 4 
tan, which is so well known that it need"! Burma 1 


ments could in some circumstances cof al 


be repeated here. ‘He that shewed me ; 
was declared to be the good neighbour, eoat 
the subsequent exhortation is explicit: tj ageous ¢ 
thou and do likewise.” me to be a 
Of course there are many, including) his world 
leaders of the Church, who argue that Ey ‘ 
some circumstances loving one's neigh. ~veryone 
must give way before the State’s necessi Ust see : U I 
kill one’s neighbour, but that is not f Smmodity D 


Ut wherever 
Telating to But 
the fertile min 


Jesus said, nor could it be so interpreteé | 

The tragic anachronism of two nations, 
and sometimes both of whom accept 
Christian doctrine, starving, woundin and M 
ing each other while asking God's blessinB | 
the deed, has never been resolved, It ca” 
be resolved by invoking the first comm 
ment without the second, since the tw? 
gether are so clearly the foundation of 
Christian doctrine. 


And so, t¢ 
‘the home of 
Younger than 
0on showed | 
SOmpetent stat 
Ne. grected 1 
Northern part 


The Christian pacifist answer that wat 
Practised the 7 
loot 


direct violation and contradiction of 
law has proved unacceptable. Life is cof 
cated, and the Christian principle dimcl 

implement, therefore, anything so simpl¢,* 
follow the commandment to love God and Y% 
neighbour has never been tried. : 


é Werdiscussec 
hey ear eco! 
in been laun 

Nglish, alm 


When a few young men state their Df) the Visitor to 
in it, and wish to try it, they are trapped yin the Strand 
“ lawyers,” and tripped up by their owN ®CCording to p 
norance. Loving one’s neighbour does 4 — Nyein told n 


tetly to schedt 
4”. 4rop in the 
peir foreign e7 
Sot make any 1 
ll_ necessitate 


7 R 
-, Among other 
fulfilment are 

Ck of skilled 


necessarily mean “ liking ” them; it is sc 
to be supposed that the Good Samaritan J 
a totally unknown man) who had had the 
fortune to “fall among thieves”; he st 
followed another of Christ's precepts: 
ye would that men should do to you, do. 
also unto them.” h 


i 


This Golden Rule is the basis of 
Christian faith, and it is the basis of the 
life, and the peaceful life; “Inasmuch # 
have done it unto one of the least of th 


id the insurge 


eset 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Go E this last is 
“thy neighbour” ; and when Christians 8 | ,) Malaya and 
that truth there will be no more wars. a Communist 
Mmunists) ; 
} ther? are just 
overnment 
To-morrow, (Sat.) | 'a py time. 
Come to the Naval Dockyard Town yein told n 
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owever, h 
So, for Burm: 
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is activat 
Make a crisis. 
her tebels tha 
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PORTSMOUTYS 


“ Objective Peace” demonstration 


No H-bombs for Britain § 


2.30 p.m. Poster Parade. Assemble, Friel 
Mtg. Hse., Fratton Rd. (nr. Fratton St 
4 p.m. Open-air Meeting. Speakers’ Cor™; 


Southsea Front. P 
Speakers: Stuart Morris, Sybil Morrison, R 


Rawlinson. 

5.30 p.m. Buffet, and Peace Exhibi 
Foresters’ Hall, Fratton Rd. i 

7 pm. “Any Questions.” Foresters’ 
Panel: F. H. Creed, Muriel Davies, Jack "ay 
man, Stuart Morris, Sybit Morrison, John St 4 
Roger Rawlinson. Question Master: Re 
Thorns, Objective Peace. . was found 


i. (top) 
Helpers wanted. Coach leaves London (6 E847 G48) shows fort 
leigh St.) at 9.30 aan. Pick-up points at bet" d th le Edward Si 
mersmith, Kingston, Guildford, and * ®@ we 8 United N; 
Portsmouth Road. Phone EUS, S501 for *#Cili tine 5 
Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh St., Lenden, YY" 5 6, 1945. 
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Violence and a study of Internatl? cer Ne 

Conflict prepared by "4 Ign, eller feams, 
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